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Proclamation 7296—Bicentennial of 
the Library of Congress 


April 21, 2000 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The Library of Congress is truly America’s 
library. Established on April 24, 1800, as the 
Congress prepared to transfer the Federal 
Government from Philadelphia to Wash- 
ington, D.C., it is our country’s oldest Fed- 
eral cultural institution. With Thomas Jeffer- 
son’s private library—acquired in 1815—as 
its core, the Library of Congress has reflected 
from its earliest days the breadth and variety 
of Jefferson’s interests and his love of democ- 
racy, expanding the store of human knowl- 
edge, and helping ensure the free flow of 
ideas. 

Two centuries later, the Library's collec- 
tions remain diverse and expansive, con- 
taining materials on virtually every subject, 
in virtually every medium. The Library 
houses s approximately 120 million items, in- 
cluding more than 18 million books and some 
of the world’s largest collections of maps, 
manuscripts, photographs, prints, news- 
papers, sound recordings, motion pictures, 
and other research materials. The Library 
also offers wide-ranging services to the Gov- 
ernment and the public, serving simulta- 
neously as a legislative library and the major 
research arm of the United States Congress; 
the copyright agency of the United States; 
the worid’s largest law library; and a major 
center for preserving research materials and 
for digitizing documents, manuscripts, maps, 
motion pictures, and other specialized mate- 
rials for use on the Internet. 

Today, America’s library is also the world’s 
library. An international resource of unparal- 
leled reach, the Library of Congress provides 
services through its 21 reading rooms in 3 
buildings on Capitol Hill as well as electroni- 
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cally through its web site, which registers 
more than 4 million transactions each work- 
day from people around the globe. With its 
remarkable collections and resources, the 
Library has truly fulfilled its stated mission 
to make “available and useful . . . and to sus- 
tain and preserve a universal collection of 
knowledge and creativity for future genera- 
tions.” 

Libraries have always enabled people, in 
the words of James Madison, to “arm them- 
selves with the power which knowledge 
gives.” These words, inscribed at the en- 
trance of the James Madison Memorial 
Building of the Library of Congress, are a 
tribute to the Library's past and a sustaining 
goal as it embarks on its third century. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 24, 2000, 
as a time to commemorate the Bicentennial 
of the Library of Congress. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
occasion with appropriate programs, cere- 
monies, and activities that celebrate the 
many contributions the Library of Congress 
has made to strengthening our democracy 
and our national culture. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of April, in the 


year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 


Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 24, 2000] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 
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The President’s Radio Address 
April 22, 2000 


Good morning, and happy Earth Day. I’ve 
always thought it appropriate that Earth Day 
falls in this season of renewal and hope, as 
millions of Americans celebrate Easter and 
Passover. As we celebrate the first Earth Day 
of the 21st century, I want to challenge all 
of us to renew our commitment to protect 
and preserve God's precious gift to us, our 
earthly home. 

Last weekend in California I stood be- 
neath a magnificent sequoia tree, more than 
1,000 years old, to announce permanent pro- 
tection for more than 30 giant sequoia 
zroves. And I was grateful ny every oppor- 
tunity the Vice President and | have had to 
act as stewards of our environment over the 
last 7 years. 

All Americans can be proud of the tremen- 
dous progress we’ve made since the first 

Earth Day 30 years ago. Our air, water, and 
ena are cleaner, and we've protected mil- 
lions of acres of America’s green places. But 
today I want to focus on the most critical 
environmental challenge we face in this new 
century, global warming. 

The 1990’s were the hottest decade on 
record, and the first 3 months of 2000 were 
the hottest here in 100 years. Scientists say 
that the temperature rise is at least partly 
due to human activity, and that if left un- 
checked, climate change will result in more 
violent storms, more economic disruptions, 
and more permanent flooding of coastal 
areas. 

If we value our coastlines, our farm lands, 
and our vital biodiversity, we must build a 
national consensus to reduce our emissions 
of greenhouse gases and to help others 
around the world do the same. Our Govern- 
ment must lead by example. 

Today I’m announcing two Federal initia- 
tives that point the way to a cleaner environ- 
ment pon sp stronger economy. First, I’m 


issuing an Executive order requiring that 
Federal agencies reduce the amount of pe- 
troleum their vehicle fleets use by 20 percent 
in 5 years. We can do this with technology 
we already have. For example, the Postal 
Service has purchased 500 electric trucks and 
may purchase more than 5,000. Here in 
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Washington, DC, 2,600 Federal and local 
government vehicles are running on clean 
natural gas or ethanol. Next month we'll open 
the first of seven gas stations offering those 
fuels here, and I'll order every White House 
vehicle that can use these fuels to make the 
switch. This Executive order will cut oil con- 
sumption by 45 million gallons a year, help 
stop global warming, and ease pressure on 
gas prices. 

Second, I’m also announcing new incen- 
tives to cut pollution and greenhouse gases 
while we help Federal workers across the 
country reduce the growing hassle of com- 
muting. All Federal workers now will be able 
to set aside up to $65 tax-free every month 
to pay for public transportation. And in the 
Washington area, every Federal agency will 
actually fund some or all of its employees’ 
public transportation costs. 

It is clear citizens and businesses across 
America are building support for a strong re- 
sponse to global warming. But one voice is 
still missing, the United States Congress. 
While the science on climate change has 
grown stronger and the need for American 
leadership has grown greater, some in Con- 
gress have buried their heads even deeper 
in the sand. I urge them to recognize that 
reversing global warming will strengthen our 
economy while safeguarding our future. 

In the next 20 years, the international en- 
ergy market will reach $5 trillion, and con- 
sumers everywhere increasingly will demand 
clean energy. We're the world leader in those 
technologies. We should be promoting them, 
not denying their need. Instead, for the past 
7 years, Congress has blocked our initiatives 
to fight climate change and cut America’s 
fuel bills. 

I'm deeply disappointed the Republican 
budget resolution just adopted fails again to 
support America’s environmental priorities. 
And again I call on Congress to reverse its 
opposition and work with us to pass my $4- 
billion package of tax credits for energy- 
efficient homes, cars, and appliances, to in- 
vest in clean energy research, and to help 
us promote clean technology in developing 
countries. Congress should also end its oppo- 
sition and help us improve the fuel economy 
of all our cars and trucks so Americans can 
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have the vehicles they want with the effi- 
ciency they deserve. 

More than 100 years ago, the great Amer- 
ican poet Henry W adsworth Longfellow re- 
minded us that “nature is a revelation of 
God.” This Earth Day, let us remember that 
we are only stewards, in our time, of the 
Earth God gave us for all time. And let us 
strengthen our resolve to preserve the beauty 
and the natural bounty that sustains us and 
must sustain generations yet to come. 

Happy holidays, and thanks for listening. 


NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:12 p-m. on 
April 21 in the East Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April] 22. The tran- 
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 21 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast 


Executive Order 13148—Greening 
the Government Through 
Leadership in Environmental 
Management 


April 21, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Emergency Planning and Community Right- 
to- Zaow Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C. 11001- 
11050) (EPCRA), the Pollution Prevention 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13101-13109) (PPA), 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401-7671q) 
(CAA), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


PART 1—-PREAMBLE 


Section 101. Federal Environmental 
Leadership. The head of each Federal agen- 
cy is responsible for ensuring that all nec- 
essary actions are taken to integrate environ- 
mental accountability into agency day-to-day 
decisionmaking and long-term planning 
processes, across all agency missions, activi- 
ties, and functions. Consequently, environ- 
mental management considerations must be 
a fundamental and integral component of 
Federal Government policies, operations, 
planning, and management. The head of 
each Federal agency is responsible for meet- 
ing the goals and requirements of this order. 
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PART 2-GOALS 


Sec. 201. Environmental Management. 
Through development and implementation 
of environmental management systems, eac h 
agency shall ensure that strategies are estab- 
lishe d to support environmental leadership 
programs, policies, and procedures and that 
agency senior level managers explicitly and 
actively endorse these strategies. 

Sec. 202. Environmental Compliance. 
Each agency shall comply with environ- 
mental regulations by establishing and imple- 
menting environmental compliance audit 
programs and policies that emphasize pollu- 
tion prevention as a means to both achieve 
and maintain environmental compliance. 

Sec. 203. Right-to-Know and Pollution 
Prevention. Through timely planning and re- 
porting under the EPCRA, Federal facilities 
shall be leaders and responsible members of 
their communities by informing the public 
and their workers of possible sources of pol- 
lution resulting from Fecility operations. Each 
agency shall strive to reduce or eliminate 
harm to human health and the environment 
from releases of pollutants to the environ- 
ment. Each agency shall advance the national 
policy that, whenever feasible and cost-effec- 
tive, pollution should be prevented or re- 
duced at the source. Funding for regulatory 
compliance programs shall emphasize pollu- 
tion prevention as a means to address envi- 
ronmental compliance. 

Sec. 204. se Reduction: Toxic Chemi- 
cals. Through innovative pollution preven- 
tion, effective facility management, and 
sound acquisition and procurement prac- 
tices, each agency shall reduce its reported 
Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) releases and 
off-site transfers of toxic chemicals for treat- 
ment and disposal by 10 percent annually, 
or by 40 percent overall by December 31, 
2006. 

Sec. 205. Use Reduction: Toxic Chemicals 
and Hazardous Substances and Other Pollut- 
ants. Through identification of proven sub- 
stitutes and established facility management 
practices, including pollution prevention, 
each agency shall reduce its use of selected 
toxic chemicals, hazardous substances, and 
pollutants, or its generation of hazardous and 
radioactive waste types at its facilities by 50 
percent by December 31, 2006. If an agency 
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is unable to reduce the use of selected 
chemicals, that agency will reduce the use 
of selected hazardous substances or its gen- 
eration of other pollutants, such as hazardous 
and radioactive waste types, at its facilities 
by 50 percent by December 31, 2006. 

Sec. 206. Reductions in Ozone-Depleting 
Substances. Through evaluating present and 
future uses of ozone-depleting substances 
and maximizing the purchase and the use of 
safe, cost effective, and environmentally 
preferable alternatives, each agency shall de- 
velop a plan to phase out the procurement 
of Class I ozone-depleting substances for all 
nonexcepted uses by December 31, 2010. 

Sec. 207. Environmentally and Economi- 
cally Beneficial Landscaping. Each agency 
shall strive to promote the sustainable man- 
agement of Federal facility lands through the 
implementation of cost- effective, environ- 
mentally sound landscaping practices, and 
programs to reduce adverse impacts to the 
natural environment. 


PART 3—PLANNING AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 


Sec. 301. Annual Budget Submission. 
Federal agencies shall place high priority on 
obtaining funding and resources needed for 
implementation of the Greening the Govern- 
ment Executive Orders, including funding to 
address findings and recommendations from 
environmental management system audits or 
facility compliance audits conducted under 
sections 401 and 402 of this order. Federal 
agencies shall make such requests as re- 
quired in Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Circular A-11. 

Sec. 302. Application of Life Cycle Assess- 
ment Concepts. Each agency with facilities 
shall establish a pilot program to apply life 
cycle assessment and environmental cost ac- 
counting principles. To the maximum extent 
feasible and cost-effective, agencies shall 
apply those — elsewhere in the agen- 

y to meet the goals and requirements of this 
order. Such analysis shall be considered in 
the process established in the OMB Capital 
Programming Guide and OMB Circular A- 
1l. The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), in coordination with the Workgrou 

established in section 306 of this order, shall, 
to the extent feasible, assist agencies in iden- 
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tifying, applying, and developing tools that 
reflect life cycle assessment and environ- 
mental cost accounting principles and pro- 
vide technical assistance to agencies in devel- 
oping life cycle assessments and environ- 
mental cost accounting assessments under 
this Part. 

Sec. 303. Pollution Prevention to Address 
Compliance. Each agency shall ensure that 
its environmental regulatory compliance 
funding policies promote the use of pollution 
prevention to achieve and maintain environ- 
mental compliance at the agency's facilities. 
Agencies shall adopt a policy to preferentially 
use pollution prevention projects and activi- 
ties to correct and prevent noncompliance 
with environmental regulatory requirements. 
Agency funding requests for facility compli- 
ance with Federal, State, and local environ- 
mental regulatory requirements shall empha- 
size pollution prevention through source re- 
duction as the means of first choice to ensure 
compliance, with reuse and recycling alter- 
natives having second priority as a means of 
compliance. 

Sec. 304. Pollution Prevention Return-on- 
Investment Programs. Each agency shall de- 
velop and implement a pollution prevention 
program at its facilities that compares the life 
cycle costs of treatment and/or disposal of 
waste and pollutant streams to the life cycle 
costs of alternatives that eliminate or reduce 
toxic chemicals or pollutants at the source. 
Each agency shall implement those projects 
that are life-cycle cost-effective, or otherwise 
offer substantial environmental or economic 
benefits. 

Sec. 305. Policies, Strategies, and Plans. 

(a) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall ensure that the goals 
and requirements of this order are incor- 
porated into existing agency environmental 
directives, policies, and documents affected 
by the requirements and goals of this order. 
Where such directives and policies do not 
already exist, each agency shall, within 12 
months of the date of this order, prepare and 
endorse a written agency environmental 
management strategy to achieve the require- 
ments and goals of this order. Agency prepa- 
ration of directives, policies, and documents 
shall reflect the nature, scale, and environ- 
mental impacts of the agency's activities, 
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products, or services. Agencies are encour- 
aged to include elements of relevant agency 
policies or strategies developed under this 
part in agency planning documents prepared 
under the Government Performance and Re- 
sults Act of 1993, Public Law 103-62. 

(b) By March 31, 2002, each agency shall 
ensure that its facilities develop a written 
plan that sets forth the facility's contribution 
to the goals and requirements established in 
this order. The plan should reflect the size 
and complexity of the facility. Where pollu- 
tion prevention plans or other formal envi- 
ronmental planning instruments have been 
prepared for agency facilities, an agency may 
elect to update those plans to meet the re- 
quirements and goals of this section. 

(c) The Federal Acquisition Regulation 
(FAR) Council shall develop acquisition poli- 
cies and procedures for contractors to supply 
agencies with all information necessary for 
compliance with this order. Once the appro- 
priate FAR clauses have been published, 
agencies shall use them in all applicable con- 
tracts. In addition, to the extent that compli- 
ance with this order is made more difficult 
due to lack of information from existing con- 
tractors, or concessioners, each agency shall 
take practical steps to obtain the information 
needed to comply with this order from such 
contractors or concessioners. 

Sec. 306. Interagency Environmental 
Leadership Workgroup. Within 4 months of 
the date of this order, EPA shall convene 
and chair an Interagency Environmental 

Leadership W orkgroup (the Workgroup) 
with senior-level representatives from all ex- 
ecutive agencies and other interested inde- 
pendent Government agencies affected by 
this order. The Workgroup shall develop 
policies and guidance required by this order 
and member agencies shall facilitate imple- 
mentation of the requirements of this order 
in their respective agencies. Workgroup 
members shall coordinate with their Agency 
Environmental Executive (AEE) designated 
under section 301(d) of Executive Order 
13101 and may request the assistance of their 
AEE in resolving issues that may arise among 
members in developing er and guid- 
ance related to this order. If the AEEs are 
unable to resolve the issues, vb may request 
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the assistance of the Chair of the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ). 

Sec. 307. Annual Reports. Each agency 
shall submit an annual progress report to the 
Administrator on implementation of this 
order. The reports shall include a description 
of the progress that the agency has made in 
complying with all aspects of this order, in- 
cluding, but not limited to, progress in 
achieving the reduction goals in sections 502, 
503, and 505 of this order. Each agency may 
prepare and submit the annual report in elec- 
tronic format. A copy of the report shall be 
submitted to the Federal Environmental Ex- 
ecutive (FEE) by EPA for use in the biennial 
Greening the Government Report to the 
President prepared in accordance with Exec- 
utive Order 13101. Within 9 months of the 
date of this order, EPA, in coordination with 
the Workgroup established under section 
306 of this order, shall prepare guidance re- 
garding the information and timing for the 
annual report. The Workgroup shall coordi- 
nate with those agencies responsible for Fed- 
eral agency reporting guidance under the 
Greening the Government Executive orders 
to streamline reporting requirements and re- 
duce agency and facility-level reporting bur- 
dens. The first annual report shall cover cal- 
endar year 2000 activities. 


PART 4-PROMOTING 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
AND LEADERSHIP 


Sec. 401. Agency and Facility Environ- 
mental Management Systems. To attain the 
goals of section 201 of this order: 

(a) Within 18 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall conduct an agency- 
level environmental management system self 
assessment based on the Code of Environ- 
mental Management Principles for Federal 
Agencies developed by the EPA (61 Fed. 
Reg. 54062) and/or another appropriate envi- 
ronmental management system framework. 
Each assessment shall include a review of 
agency environmental leadership goals, ob- 
jectives, and targets. Where appropriate, the 
assessments may be conducted at the service, 
bureau, or other comparable level. 

(b) Within 24 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall implement environ- 
mental management systems through pilot 
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projects at selected agency facilities based on 
the Code of Environmental Management 
Principles for Federal Agencies and/or an- 
other appropriate environmental manage- 
ment system framework. By December 31, 
2005, each agency shall implement an envi- 
ronmental management system at all appro- 
priate agency facilities based on facility size, 
complexity, and the environmental aspects of 
facility operations. The facility environmental 
management system shall include measur- 
able environmental goals, objectives, and tar- 
gets that are reviewed and updated annually. 
Once established, environmental manage- 
ment system performance measures shall be 
incorporated in agency facility audit proto- 
cols. 

Sec. 402. Facility Compliance Audits. To 
attain the goals of section 202 of this order: 

a) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, each agency that does not have an es- 
tablished regulatory environmental compli- 
ance audit program shall develop and imple- 
ment a program to conduct facility environ- 
mental compliance audits and begin auditing 
at its facilities within 6 months of the devel- 
opment of that program. 

(b) An agency with an established regu- 
latory environmental compliance audit pro- 
gram may elect to conduct environmental 
management system audits in lieu of regu- 
latory environmental c ompliance audits at se- 
lected facilities. 

(c) Facility environmental audits shall be 
conducted periodically. Each agency is en- 
couraged to conduct audits not less than 
every 3 years from the date of the initial or 
previous audit. The scope and frequency of 
audits shall be based on facility size, com- 
plexity, and the environmental aspects of fa- 
cility operations. As appropriate, each agency 
shall include tenant, contractor, and conces- 
sioner activities in facility audits. 

(d) Each agency shall conduct internal re- 
views and audits and shall take such other 
steps, as may be necessary, to monitor its fa- 
cilities’ compliance with sections 501 and 504 
of this order. 

(e) Each agency shall consider findings 
from the assessments or audits conducted 
under Part 4 in program planning under sec- 
tion 301 of this order and in the preparation 
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and revisions to facility plans prepared under 
section 305 of this order. 

(f) Upon request and to the extent prac- 
ticable, the EPA shall provide technical as- 
sistance in meeting the requirements of Part 
4 by conducting environmental management 
reviews at Federal facilities and developing 
policies and guidance for conducting envi- 
ronmental compliance audits and imple- 
menting environmental management systems 
at Federal facilities. 

Sec. 403. Environmental Leadership and 
Agency Awards Programs. 

(a) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, the Administrator shall establish a 
Federal Government environmental leader- 
ship program to promote and recognize out- 
standing environmental management per- 
formance in agencies and facilities. 

(b) Each agency shall develop an internal 
agency-wide awards program to reward and 
highlight innovative programs and individ- 
uals showing outstanding environmental 
leadership in implementing this order. In ad- 
dition, based upon criteria developed by the 
EPA in coordination with the Workgroup es- 
tablished in section 306 of this order, Federal 
employees who demonstrate outstanding 
leadership in implementation of this order 
may be considered for recognition under the 
White House awards program set forth in 
section 803 of Executive Order 13101 of Sep- 
tember 14, 1998. 

Sec. 404. Management Leadership and 
Performance Evaluations. 

(a) To ensure awareness of and support 
for the environmental requirements of this 
order, each agency shall include training on 
the provisions of the Greening the Govern- 
ment Executive orders in standard senior 
level management training as well as training 
for program managers, contracting per- 
sonnel, procurement and acquisition per- 
sonnel, facility managers, contractors, con- 
cessioners, and other personnel as appro- 
priate. In coordination with the Workgroup 
established under section 306 of this order, 
the EPA shall prepare guidance on imple- 
mentation of this section. 

(b) To recognize and reinforce the respon- 
sibilities of facility and senior headquarters 
program managers, regional environmental 
coordinators and officers, their superiors, 
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and, to the extent practicable and appro- 


priate, others vital to the implementation of 


this order, each agency shall include success- 
ful implementation of pollution prevention, 
community awareness, and environmental 
management into its position descriptions 
and performance evaluations for those posi- 
tions. 

Sec. 405. Compliance Assistance. 

(a) Upon request and to the extent prac- 
ticable, the EPA shall provide technical ad- 
vice and assistance to agencies to foster full 
compliance with environmental regulations 
and all aspects of this order. 

(b) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, the EPA shall develop a compliance 
assistance center to provide technical assist- 
ance for Federal facility compliance with en- 
vironmental regulations and all aspects of this 
sae 

To enhance landscaping options and 
awareness, the United States De partment of 
Agriculture (USDA) shall provide informa- 
tion on the suitability, propagation, and the 
use of native plants for landscaping to all 
agencies and the general public by USDA 
in conjunction with the center under sub- 
section (b) of this section. In implementing 
Part 6 of this order, agencies are encouraged 
to develop model demonstration programs in 
coordination with the USDA. 

Sec. 406. Compliance Assurance. 

(a) In consultation with other agencies, the 
EPA may conduct such reviews and inspec- 
tions as may be necessary to monitor compli- 
ance with sections 501 and 504 of this order. 
Each agency is encouraged to cooperate fully 
with the efforts of the EPA to ensure compli- 
ance with those sections. 

(b) Whenever the Administrator notifies 
an agency that it is not in compliance with 
section 501 or 504 of this order, the agency 
shall provide the EPA a detailed plan for 
achieving compliance as promptly as prac- 
ticable. 

(c) The Administrator shall report annually 
to the President and the public on agency 
compliance with the provisions of sections 
501 and 504 of this order. 

Sec. 407. Improving Environmental Man- 
agement. To ensure that government-wide 
goals for pollution prevention are advanced, 
each agency is encouraged to incorporate its 
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environmental leadership goals into its Stra- 
tegic and Annual Performance Plans re- 
quired by the Government Performance and 
Results Act of 1993, Public Law 103-62, 
starting with performance plans accom- 
panying the FY 2002 budget. 


PART 5-EMERGENCY PLANNING, 
COMMUNITY RIGHT-TO-KNOW, AND 
POLLUTION PREVENTION 


Sec. 501. Toxics Release Inventory/Pollu- 
tion Prevention Act Reporting. To attain the 
goals of section 203 of this order: 

(a) Each agency shall comply with the pro- 
visions set forth in section 313 of EPCRA, 
section 6607 of PPA, all implementing regu- 
lations, and future amendments to these au- 
thorities, in light of applicable EPA guidance. 

(b) Each agency shall comply with these 
provisions without regard to the Standard In- 
dustrial Classification (SIC) or North Amer- 
ican Industrial Classification System 
(NAICS) delineations. Except as described 
in subsection (d) of this section, all other ex- 
isting statutory or regulatory limitations or 
exemptions on the application of EPCRA 
section 313 to specific activities at specific 
agency facilities apply to the reporting re- 
quirements set forth in subsection (a) of this 
section. 

(c) Each agency required to report under 
subsection (a) of this section shall do so using 
electronic reporting as provided in EPA’s 
EPCRA section 313 guidance. 

(d) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, the Administrator shall review the im- 
pact on reporting of existing regulatory ex- 
emptions on the application of EPCRA sec- 
tion 313 at Federal facilities. Where feasible, 
this review shall include pilot studies at Fed- 
eral facilities. If the review indicates that ap- 
plication of existing exemptions to Federal 
Government reporting under this section 
precludes public reporting of substantial 
amounts of toxic chemicals under subsection 
501(a), the EPA shall prepare guidance, in 
coordination with the Workgroup established 
under section 306 of this order, clarifying ap- 
plication of the exemptions at Federal facili- 
ties. In developing the guidance, the EPA 
should consider similar application of such 
regulatory limitations and exemptions by the 
private sector. To the extent feasible, the 
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guidance developed by the EPA shall be con- 
sistent with the reasonable application of 
such regulatory limitations and exemptions 
in the private sector. The guidance shall en- 
sure reporting consistent with the goal of 
public access to information under section 
313 of EPCRA and section 6607 of PPA. The 
guidance shall be submitted to the AEEs es- 
tablished under section 301(d) of Executive 
Order 13101 for review and endorsement. 

Each agency shall apply any guidance to re- 
porting at its facilities as soon as practicable 
but no later than for reporting for the next 
calendar year following release of the guid- 
ance. 

e) The EPA shall coordinate with other 
interested Federal agencies to carry out pilot 
projects to collect and disseminate informa- 
tion about the release and other waste man- 
agement of chemicals associated with the en- 
vironmental response and restoration at their 
facilities and sites. The pilot projects will 
focus on releases and other waste manage- 
ment of chemicals associated with environ- 
mental response and restoration at facilities 
and sites where the activities generating 
wastes do not otherwise meet EPCRA sec- 
tion 313 thresholds for manufacture, process, 
or other use. Each agency is encouraged to 
identify applicable facilities and voluntarily 
report under subsection (a) of this section 
the releases and other waste management of 
toxic chemicals managed during environ- 
mental response and restoration, regardless 
of whether the facility otherwise would re- 
port under subsection (a). The releases and 
other waste management of chemicals associ- 
ated with environmental response and res- 
toration voluntarily reported under this sub- 
section will not be included in the accounting 
established under sections 503(a) and (c) of 
this order. 

Sec. 502. Release Reduction: Toxic Chemi- 
cals. To attain the goals of section 204 of 
this order: 

(a) Beginning with reporting for calendar 
year 2001 activities, each agency reporting 
under section 501 of this order shall adopt 
a goal of reducing, where cost effective, the 
agency's total releases of toxic chemicals to 
the environment and off-site transfers of 
such chemicals for treatment and disposal by 
at least 10 percent annually, or by 40 percent 


Apr. 22 





/ Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 


overal! by December 31, 2006. Beginning 
with activities for calendar year 2001, the 
baseline for measuring progress in meeting 
the reduction goal will be the aggregate of 
all such releases and off-site transfers of such 
chemicals for treatment and disposal as re- 
ported by all of the agency’s facilities under 
section 501 of this order. The list of toxic 
chemicals applicable to this goal is the 
EPCRA section 313 list as of December 1, 
2000. If an agency achieves the 40 percent 
reduction goal prior to December 31, 2006, 
that agency shall establish a new baseline and 
reduction goal based on agency priorities. 

(b) Where an agency is unable to pursue 
the reduction goal established in subsection 
(a) for certain chemicals that are mission crit- 
ical and/or needed to protect human health 
and the environment or where agency off- 
site transfer of toxic chemicals for treatment 
is directly associated with environmental res- 
toration activities, that agency may request 
a waiver from the EPA for all or part of the 
requirement in subsection (a) of this section. 
As appropriate, waiver requests must pro- 
vide: (1) an explanation of the mission critical 
use of the chemical; (2) an explanation of 
the nature of the need for the chemical to 
protect human health; (3) a description of 
efforts to identify a less harmful substitute 
chemical or alternative processes to reduce 
the release and transfer of the chemical in 
question; and (4) a description of the off-site 
transfers of toxic chemicals for treatment di- 
rectly associated with environmental restora- 
tion activities. The EPA shall respond to the 
waiver request within 90 days and may grant 
such a waiver for no longer than 2 years. An 
agency may resubmit a request for waiver at 
the end of that period. The waiver under this 
section shall not alter requirements to report 
under section 501 of this order. 

) Where a specific component (e.g., bu- 
reau, service, or command) within an agency 
achieves a 75 percent reduction in its 1999 
reporting year publicly reported total re- 
leases of toxic chemicals to the environment 
and off-site transfers of such chemicals for 
treatment and disposal, based on the 1994 
baseline established in Executive Order 
12856, that agency may independently elect 
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to establish a reduction goal for that compo- 
nent lower than the 40 percent target estab- 
lished in subsection (a) of this section. The 
agency shall formally notify the Workgroup 
established in section 306 of this order of 
the elected reduction target. 

Sec. 503. Use Reduction: Toxic Chemicals, 
Hazardous Substances, and Other Pollutants. 
To attain the goals of section 205 of this 
order: 

(a) Within 18 months of the date of this 
order, each agency with facilities shall de- 
velop and support goals to re duce the use 
at such agencies’ facilities of the priority 
chemicals on the list under subsection (b) 
of this section for identified applications and 
purposes, or alternative chemicals and pollut- 
ants the agency identifies under subsection 
(c) of this section, by at least 50 percent by 
December 31, 2006. 

(b) Within 9 months of the date of this 
order the Administrator, in coordination with 
the Workgroup established in section 306 of 
this order, shall develop a list of not less than 
15 priority chemicals used by the Federal 
Government that may result in significant 
harm to human health or the environment 
and that have known, readily available, less 
harmful substitutes for identified applica- 
tions and purposes. In addition to identifying 
the applications and purposes to which such 
reductions apply, the Administrator, in co- 
ordination with the Workgroup shall identify 
a usage threshold below which this section 
shall not apply. The chemicals will be se- 
lected from listed EPCRA section 313 toxic 
chemicals and, where appropriate, other reg- 
ulated hazardous substances or pollutants. In 
developing the list, the Administrator, in co- 
ordination with the Workgroup shall con- 
sider: (1) environmental factors including 
toxicity, persistence, and bio-accumulation; 
(2) availability of known, less environmentally 
harmful substitute chemicals that can be 
used in place of the priority chemical for 
identified applications and purposes; (3) 
availability of known, less environmentally 
harmful processes that can be used in place 
of the priority chemical for identified appli- 
cations and purposes; (4) relative costs of al- 
ternative chemicals or processes; and (5) po- 
tential risk and environmental and human ex- 
posure based upon applications and uses of 
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the chemicals by Federal agencies and facili- 
ties. In identifying alternatives, the Adminis- 
trator should take into consideration the 
guidance issued under section 503 of Execu- 
tive Order 13101. 

(c) If an agency, which has facilities re- 
quired to report under EPCRA, uses at its 
facilities less than five of the priority chemi- 
cals on the list developed in subsection (b) 
of this section for the identified applications 
and purposes, the agency shall develop, with- 
in 12 months of the date of this order, a list 
of not less than five chemicals that may in- 
clude priority chemicals under subsection (b) 
of this section or other toxic chemicals, haz- 
ardous substances, and/or other pollutants 
the agency uses or generates, the release, 
transfer or waste management of which may 
result in significant harm to human health 
or the environment. 

(d) In lieu of requirements under sub- 
section (a) of this section, an agency may, 
upon concurrence with the Workgroup es- 
tablished under section 306 of this order, de- 
velop within 12 months of the date of this 
order, a list of not less than five priority haz- 
ardous or radioactive waste types generated 
by its facilities. Within 18 months of the date 
of this order, the agency shall develop and 
support goals to reduce the agency's genera- 
tion of these wastes by at least 50 percent 
by December 31, 2006. To the maximum ex- 
tent possible, such reductions shall be 
achieved by implementing source reduction 
practices. 

) The baseline for measuring reductions 
for purposes of achieving the 50 percent re- 
duction goal in subsections (a) and (d) of this 
section for each agency is the first calendar 
year following the development of the list of 
priority chemicals under subsection (b) of 
this section. 

(f) Each agency shall undertake pilot 
projects at selected facilities to gather and 
make publicly available materials accounting 
data related to the toxic chemicals, hazardous 
substances, and/or other pollutants identified 
under subsections (b), (c), or (d) of this sec- 
tion. 

(g) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, the Administrator shall develop guid- 
ance on implementing this section in coordi- 
nation with the Workgroup. The EPA shall 
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develop technical assistance materials to as- 
sist agencies in meeting the 50 percent re- 
duction goal of this section. 

(h) Where an agency can demonstrate to 
the Workgroup that it has previously reduced 
the use of a priority chemical ide ntified in 
subsection 503(b) by 50 percent, then the 
agency may elect to waive the 50 percent re- 
duction goal for that chemical. 

Sec. 504. Emergency Planning and Re- 
porting Responsibilities. Each agency shall 
comply with the provisions set forth in sec- 
tions 301 through 312 of the EPCRA, all im- 
plementing ss ta and any future 
amendments to these authorities, in light of 
any applicable guidance as provided by the 
EPA. 

Sec. 505. Reductions in Ozone-Depleting 
Substances. To attain the goals of section 206 
of this order: 

(a) Each agency shall ensure that its facili- 
ties: (1) maximize the use of safe alternatives 
to ozone-depleting substances, as approved 
by the EPA’s Significant New Alternatives 
Policy (SNAP) program; (2) consistent with 
subsection (b) of this section, evaluate the 
present and future uses of ozone-depleting 
substances, including making assessments of 
existing and future needs for such materials, 
and evaluate use of, and plans for recycling, 
refrigerants, and halons; and (3) exercise 
leadership, develop exemplary practices, and 
disseminate information on successful efforts 
in phasing out ozone-depleting substances. 

(b) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall develop a plan to 
phase out the procurement of Class I ozone- 
depleting substances for all nonexcepted uses 
by December 31, 2010. Plans should target 
cost effective reduction of environmental risk 
by phasing out Class I ozone depleting sub- 
stance applications as the equipment using 
those substances reaches its expected service 
life. Exceptions to this requirement include 
all exceptions found in current or future ap- 
plicable law, treaty, regulation, or Executive 
— 

) Each agency shall amend its personal 
Padi management policies a proce- 
dures to preclude disposal of ozone depleting 
substances removed or reclaimed from its fa- 
cilities or equipment, including disposal as 
part of a contract, trade, or donation, without 
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prior coordination with the Department of 
Defense (DoD). Where the recovered 
ozone-depleting substance is a critical re- 
quirement for DoD missions, the agency 
shall transfer the materials to the DoD. The 
DoD will bear the costs of such transfer. 


PART 6—LANDSCAPING 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 


Sec. 601. Implementation. 

(a) Within 12 months from the date of this 
order, each agency shall incorporate the 

Guidance for Presidential Memorandum on 

Environmentally and Economically Bene- 
ficial Landscape Practices on Federal 
Landscaped Grounds (60 Fed. Reg. 40837) 
developed by the FEE into landscaping pro- 
grams, policies, and practices. 

(b) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, the FEE shall form a workgroup of 
appropriate Federal agency representatives 
to review and update the guidance in sub- 
section (a) of this section, as appropriate. 

(c) Each agency providing funding for 
nonfederal projects involving landscaping 
projects shall furnish funding recipients with 
information on environmentally and eco- 
nomically beneficial landscaping practices 
and work with the recipients to support and 
encourage application of such practices on 
Federally funded projects. 

Sec. 602. Technical Assistance and Out- 
reach. The EPA, the General Services Ad- 
ministration (GSA), and the USDA shall pro- 
vide technical assistance in accordance with 
their respective authorities on environ- 
mentally and economically beneficial land- 
scaping practices to agencies and their facili- 
ties. 


PART 7-ACQUISITION AND 


PROCUREMENT 

Sec. 701. Limiting Procurement of Toxic 
Chemicals, Hazardous Substances, and 
Other Pollutants. 


(a) Within 12 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall implement training 
programs to ensure that agency procurement 
officials and acquisition program managers 
are aware of the requirements of this order 


and its applicability to those individuals. 
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(b) Within 24 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall determine the feasi- 
bility of implementing yew d — 
ment and distribution (e.g “pharmacy”) pro- 
grams at its facilities for tracking. distribu- 
tion, and management of toxic or hazardous 
materials and, where appropriate, implement 
such programs. 

(c) Under established schedules for review 
of standardized documents, DoD and GSA, 
and other agencies, as appropriate, shall re- 
view their standardized documents and iden- 
tify opportunities to eliminate or reduce their 
use of chemicals included on the list of pri- 
ority chemicals developed by the EPA under 
subsection 503(b) of this order, and make re- 
visions as appropriate. 

(d) Each agency shall follow the policies 
and procedures for toxic chemical release re- 
porting in accordance with FAR section 23.9 
effective as of the date of this order and poli- 
cies and procedures on Federal compliance 
with right-to-know laws and pollution pre- 
vention requirements in accordance with 
FAR section 23.10 effective as of the date 
of this order. 

Sec. 702. Environmentally Benign Adhe- 
sives. Within 12 months after environ- 
mentally benign pressure sensitive adhesives 
for paper products become commercially 
available, each agency shall revise its speci- 
fications for paper products using adhesives 
and direct the purchase of paper products 
using those adhesives, whenever technically 
practicable and cost effective. Each agency 
should consider products using the environ- 
mentally benign pressure sensitive adhesives 
approved by the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
and listed on the USPS Qualified Products 
List for pressure sensitive recyclable adhe- 
sives. 

Sec. 703. Ozone-Depleting Substances. 
Each agency shall follow the policies and pro- 
cedures for the acquisition of items that con- 
tain, use, or are manufactured with ozone- 
depleting substances in accordance with 
FAR section 23.8 and other applicable FAR 
provisions. 

Sec. 704. Environmentally and Economi- 
cally Beneficial Landscaping Practices. 

(a) Within 18 months of the date of this 
order, each agency shall have in place acqui- 
sition and procurement practices, including 


provision of landscaping services that con- 
form to the guidance referred to in section 
601 of this order, for the use of environ- 
mentally and economically beneficial land- 
scaping practices. At a minimum, such prac- 
tices shall be consistent with the policies in 
the guidance referred to in section 601 of 
this order. 

(b) In implementing landscaping policies, 
each agency shall purchase environmentally 
preferable and recycled content products, in- 
cluding EPA- designated items such as com- 
post ond mulch, that contribute to environ- 
mentally and economically beneficial prac- 
tices. 


PART 8—EXEMPTIONS 


Sec. 801. National Security Exemptions. 
Subject to subsection 902(c) of this order and 
except as otherwise required by applicable 
law, in the interest of national security, the 
head of any agency may request from the 
President an exemption from complying with 
the provisions of any or all provisions of this 
order for particular agency facilities, pro- 
vided that the procedures set forth in section 
120(j)(1) of the Comprehensive Environ- 
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil- 
ity Act of 1980, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
9620(j)(1)), are followed, with the following 
exceptions: (a) an exemption issued under 
this section will be for a specified period of 
time that may exceed 1 year; (b) notice of 
any exemption granted under this section for 
provisions not otherwise required by law is 
only required to the Director of OMB, the 
Chair of the CEQ, and the Director of the 
National Security Council; and (c) an exemp- 
tion under this section may be issued due 
to lack of appropriations, provided that the 
head of the agency requesting the exemption 
shows that necessary funds were requested 
by the agency in its budget submission and 
agency plan under Executive Order 12088 
of October 13, 1978, and were not contained 
in the President’s budget request or the Con- 
gress failed to make available the requested 
appropriation. To the maximum extent prac- 
ticable, and without compromising national 
security, each agency shall strive to comply 
with the purposes, goals, and implementation 
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steps in this order. Nothing in this order af- 
fects limitations on the dissemination of clas- 
sified information pursuant to law, regula- 
tion, or Executive order. 

Sec. 802. Compliance. After January 1, 
2002, OMB, in consultation with the Chair 
of the Workgroup established by section 306 
of this order, may modify the compliance re- 
quirements for an agency under this order, 
if the agency is unable to comply with the 
require ments of the order. An agency re- 
questing modification must show that it has 
made substantial good faith efforts to comply 
with the order. The cost-effectiveness of im- 
plementation of the order can be a factor 
in OMB’s decision to modify the require- 
ments for that agency's compliance with the 
order. 


PART 9—GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Sec. 901. Revocation. Executive Order 
12843 of April 21, 1993, Executive Order 
12856 of August 3, 1993, the Executive 
Memorandum on Environmentally Bene- 
ficial Landscaping of April 26, 1994, Execu- 
tive Order 12969 of August 8, 1995, and sec- 
tion 1-4. “Pollution Control Plan” of Execu- 
tive Order 12088 of October 13, 1978, are 
revoked. 

Sec. 902. Limitations. 

a) This order is intended only to improve 
the internal management of the executive 
branch and is not intended to create any 
right, benefit, or trust responsibility, sub- 
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law by 
a party against the United States, its agencies, 
its officers, or any other person. 

(b) This order applies to Federal facilities 
in any State of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the United 
States Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and any other territory or possession 
over which the United States has jurisdiction. 
Each agency with facilities outside of these 
areas, however, is encouraged to make best 
efforts to comply with the goals of this order 
for those facilities. 

(c) Nothing in this order alters the obliga- 
tions under EPCRA, PPA, and CAA inde- 
pendent of this order for Government- 
owned, contractor-operated facilities and 
Government corporations owning or oper- 
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ating facilities or subjects such facilities to 
EPCRA , PPA, or CAA if they are otherwise 
excluded. However, each agency shall in- 
clude the releases and other waste manage- 
ment of chemicals for all such facilities to 
meet the agency's reporting responsibilities 
under section 501 of this order. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be con- 
strued to make the provisions of CAA sec- 
tions 304 and EPCRA sections 325 and 326 
applicable to any agency or facility, except 
to the extent that an agency or facility would 
independently be subject to such provisions. 

Sec. 903. Community Outreach. Each 
agency is encouraged to establish a process 
for local community advice and outreach for 
its facilities relevant to aspects of this and 
other related Greening the Government Ex- 
ecutive orders. All strategies and plans devel- 
oped under this order shall be made available 
to the public upon request. 


PART 10-DEFINITIONS 


For purposes of this order: 

Sec. 1001. General. Terms that are not 
defined in this part but that are defined in 
Executive Orders 13101 and 13123 have the 
meaning given in those Executive orders. For 
the purposes of Part 5 of this order all defini- 
tions in EPCRA and PPA and implementing 
regulations at 40 CFR Parts 370 and 372 
apply. 

Sec. 1002. “Administrator” means the Ad- 
ministrator of the EPA. 

Sec. 1003. “Environmental cost account- 
ing” means the modification of cost attribu- 
tion systems and financial analysis practices 
specifically to directly track environmental 
costs that are traditionally hidden in over- 
head accounts to the responsible products, 
processes, facilities or activities. 

Sec. 1004. “Facility” means any building, 
installation, structure, land, and other prop- 
erty owned or operated by, or constructed 
or manufactured and leased to, the Federal 
Government, where the Federal Govern- 
ment is formally accountable for compliance 
under environmental regulation (e.g., per- 
mits, reports/records and/or planning re- 
fe ep with requirements pertaining to 

ischarge, emission, release, spill, or manage- 
ment of any waste, contaminant, hazardous 
chemical, or pollutant. This term includes a 
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group of facilities at a single location man- 
aged as an integrated operation, as well as 
government owned contractor operated fa- 
cilities. 

Sec. 1005. “Environmentally benign pres- 
sure sensitive adhesives” means adhesives for 
stamps, labels, and other paper products that 
can be easily treated and removed during the 
paper recycling process. 

Sec. 1006. “Ozone-depleting substance” 
means any substance designated as a Class 
I or Class II substance by EPA in 40 CFR 
Part 82. 

Sec. 1007. “Pollution prevention” means 
“source reduction,” as defined in the PPA, 
and other practices that reduce or eliminate 
the creation of pollutants through: (a) in- 
creased efficiency in the use of raw materials, 
energy, water, or other resources; or (b) pro- 
tection of natural resources by conservation. 

Sec. 1008. “Greening the Government 
Executive orders” means this order and the 
series of orders on greening the government 
including Executive Order 13101 of Sep- 
tember 14, 1998, Executive Order 13123 of 
June 3, 1999, Executive Order 13134 of Au- 
gust 12, 1999, and other future orders as ap- 
propriate. 

Sec. 1009. “Environmental aspects” 
means the elements of an organization’s ac- 
tivities, products, or services that can interact 
with the environment. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 21, 2000. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 25, 2000] 


NOTE: This Executive order was release d by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 22, and it 
was published in the Fede ral Re gister on April 
26. 


Executive Order 13149—Greening 
the Government Through Federal 
Fleet and Transportation Efficiency 
April 21, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the En- 
ergy Policy and Conservation Act, as amend- 





901 


ed (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), the Energy Policy 
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-486), section 
301 of title 3, United States Code, and the 
Energy Conservation Reauthorization Act of 
1998 (Public Law 105-388), it is hereby or- 
dered as follows: 


PART 1 PREAMBLE 


Section 101. Federal Leadership. The 
purpose of this order is to ensure that the 
Federal Government exercises leadership in 
the reduction of petroleum consumption 
through improvements in fleet fuel efficiency 
and the use of alternative fuel vehicles 
(AFVs) and alternative fuels. Reduced petro- 
leum use and the displacement of petroleum 
by alternative fuels will help promote mar- 
kets for more alternative fuel and fuel effi- 
cient vehicles, encourage new technologies, 
enhance the United States’ energy self-suffi- 
ciency and security, and ensure a healthier 
environment through the reduction of green- 
house gases and other pollutants in the at- 
mosphere. 


PART2 GOALS 
Sec. 201. Reduced Petroleum Fuel Con- 


sumption. Each agency operating 20 or more 


motor vehicles within the United States shall 
reduce its entire vehicle fleet’s annual petro- 
leum consumption by at least 20 percent by 
the end of FY 2005, compared with FY 1999 
petroleum consumption levels. 

Sec. 202. Performance Strategies. Agen- 
cies have numerous options for developing 
a strategy to meet the petroleum reduction 
levels established in section 201 of this order. 
Measures include: the use of alternative fuels 
in light, medium, and heavy-duty vehicles; 
the acquisition of vehicles with higher fuel 
economy, including hybrid vehicles; the sub- 
stitution of cars for light trucks; an increase 
in vehicle load factors; a decrease in vehicle 
miles traveled; and a decrease in fleet size. 
Each agency will need a strategy that in- 
cludes most, if not all, of these measures, but 
can develop a strategy that fits its unique 
fleet configuration and mission require- 
ments. As part of the strategy, each agency 
should attempt to accelerate the introduction 
of vehicles meeting Tier 2 standards. Where 
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feasible, agencies should also consider pro- 
curement of innovative vehicles, such as hy- 
brid electric vehicles, capable of large im- 
provements in fuel economy. The strategy 
should also attempt to minimize costs in 
achieving the objectives of this order. In de- 
veloping its strategy, each agency shall in- 
clude the following: 

a) AFV Acquisition and Use of Alternative 
Fuels. Each agency shall fulfill the acquisi- 
tion requirements for AFVs established by 
section 303 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992. 
Agencies shall use alternative fuels to meet 
a majority of the fuel requirements of those 
motor vehicles by the end of FY 2005. Sec- 
tion 402 of this order addresses related issues 
of alternative fuel infrastructure availability 
and the ability to track alternative fuel usage 
data; and 

(b) Acquisition of Higher Fuel Economy 
Vehicles. Agencies shall increase the average 
EPA fuel economy rating of passenger cars 
and light trucks acquired by at least 1 mile 
per gallon (mpg) by the end of FY 2002 and 
at least 3 mpg by the end of FY 2005 com- 
pared to FY 1999 acquisitions. 


PART 3 ORGANIZATION AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 


Sec. 301. Leadership Responsibilities. The 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), 
the Department of Energy ( (DOE) ), the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the 
General Services Administration (GSA) shall 
be responsible for providing leadership to the 
other Federal agencies in implementing pro- 
grams to meet the goals of this order. There- 
fore, they shall perform the following activi- 
ties: 

(a) OMB shall: 

(1) designate a senior official to assume 
the responsibility for coordinating the 
collection of agency budget and data 
submissions pursuant to this order; 

(2) amend and issue budget guidance to 
the agencies that requires each agency 
to identify in its annual budget submis- 
sion the funding necessary to meet the 
requirements of this order; 

(3) review annual agency budget submis- 
sions to determine adequacy in meeting 
the goal of this order and to balance re- 
quests for increased funding to support 





achievement of the goals against other 
mission priorities for the agency; and 

(4) review agency submissions for the an- 
nual report to the Congress, after budg- 
et decisions are made. 

(b) DOE shall: 

(1) issue guidance to agencies, within 90 
days of the issuance of this order, on 
preparation and submission of agency 
strategies for complying with this order 
and the collection and annual reporting 
of data to demonstrate compliance with 
this order; 

(2) review and evaluate agency strategies 
prior to their submission to OMB: 

(3) provide OMB with copies of the agency 
— gy evaluations; 

) provide whatever other support OMB 
requires to facilitate performance of 
OMB’s role; 

(5) establish the data collection and report- 
ing system outlined in the DOE guid- 
ance for collecting annual agency per- 
formance data on meeting the goals of 
this order and other applicable statutes 
and policies; 

(6) educate personnel from other agencies 
on the requirements of this order, the 
data collection and reporting system, 
best practices for improving fleet fuel 
efficiency, and methods for successfully 
acquiring and using AFVs; 

(7) review agencies’ annual data submis- 
sions for accuracy and produce a score- 
card of agency and overall Federal com- 
pliance with this order and other appli- 
cable statutes and policies; and 

(8) report to the President annually on 
compliance with the order, including 
the scorecard and level of performance 
in meeting the goals of the agencies’ 
strategies. 

(c) EPA shall support DOE and GSA in 
their efforts to assist the agencies in 
the accelerated purchase of Tier 2 ve- 
hicles. 

(d) GSA shall develop and implement 
strategies that will ease agencies’ fi- 
nancial and administrative burdens 
associated with the acquisition of 
AFVs, including: 

(1) Agencies shall a allowed to replace 

their conventionally-fueled vehicles with 
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AFVs by making an initial lump-sum 
payment for the additional acquisition 
cost of the AFV and shall be allowed 
to contribute to the higher replacement 
costs of the AFV incrementally over the 
term of the lease, and have the option 
of averaging AFV incremental costs 
across the agency fleet as provided by 
a nergy Policy Act of 1992. 

) Within 120 days of this order, the Ad- 
ministrator of GSA, in consultation with 
other agencies, shall: 

(A) provide a summary of age ney AFV ac- 
quisition plans to potential AFV man- 
ufacturers to assist in their production 
planning. At least 4 months in ad- 
vance of agency vehicle ordering cy- 
cles, GSA must aro to agencies 
the best available information on the 
production plans of AFV manufactur- 
ers; 
develop, in coordination with DOE 
and EPA, methods that will help Fed- 
eral fleet managers to select vehicles 
to improve f fleet fuel efficiency and 
to meet Tier 2 vehicle standards; and 
collaborate with its customer agencies 
and their procurement staff and offi- 
cials to discuss and plan efforts to en- 
sure that the GSA-leased fleet is mak- 
ing progress toward the goals of this 
order. 

Sec. 302. Designation of Senior Agency 
Official. Within 90 days of the date of this 
order, the head of each agency shall des- 
ignate a senior official to assume responsi- 
bility for the agency's AFV and fleet fuel effi- 
ciency programs, and for meeting the re- 
quirements of this order. Each senior agency 
official designated by an agency shall be re- 
= for: 

a) preparing an agency strategy for meet- 
van the goals of this order, in ac cordance with 
guidance issued by DOE; 

(b) submitting the agency strategy to DOE 
within 180 days of the issuance of this order 
for evaluation and submission to OMB; 

(c) implementing the data collection and 
reporting system outlined in the DOE guid- 
ance for collecting annual agency perform- 
ance data on meeting the goals of this order 
and reporting the data to DOE; 


(B 


~~ 
\4 
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(d) ensuring the agency’s strategy for 
meeting the goals of this order is incor- 
porated in the annual budget submission to 
OMB; and 

(e) assembling the appropriate team and 
resources in the agency necessary to attain 
the goals of this order. 

Sec. 303. Management and Government 
Performance. Agencies may use the following 
management strategies to assist them in 
meeting the goals of this order: 

Awards. Agencies may use employee 
incentive programs to reward exceptional 
performance in implementing this order. 

(b) Performance Evaluations. Agencies 
shall, where a. include successful 
implementation of the provisions of this 
order in the position descriptions and per- 
formance evaluations of agency heads, the 
senior official, fleet managers, their superi- 
ors, and other relevant employees. 

Sec. 304. Applicability. This order applies 
to each agency operating 20 or more motor 
vehicles within the United States. Agency 
means an executive agency as defined in 5 
U.S.C. 105. For the purpose of this order, 
military de partments, as defined in 5 U.S.C. 
102, are covered under the auspices of the 
Department of Defense. 


PART4 IMPLEMENTATION 


Sec. 401. Vehicle Reporting Credits 
When preparing the annual report to DOE 
and OMB, each agency acquisition of an al- 
ternative fuel light-duty vehicle, regardless of 
geographic placement, shall count as one 
credit towards fulfilling the AFV acquisition 
requirements of the Energy Policy Act of 
1992. Agencies shall receive one additional 
credit for each light-duty AFV that exclu- 
sively uses an alternative fuel and for each 
Zero Emission Vehicle of any size. Agencies 
shall receive three credits for dedicated me- 
dium-duty AFVs and four credits for dedi- 
cated heavy-duty AFVs. Agencies can also re- 
ceive one credit for every 450 gallons of pure 
bio-diesel used in diesel vehicles. 

Sec. 402. Infrastructure. To support the 
use of alternative fuel in AFVs, agencies 
should arrange for fueling at commercial fa- 
cilities that offer alternative fuels for sale to 


the public. 
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a) Agencies should team with State, local, 
and private entities to support the expansion 
and use of public access alternative fuel re- 
fueling stations; 

b) Agencies should use the authority 
granted to them in section 304 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 1992 to establish nonpublic ac- 
cess alternative fuel infrastructure for fueling 
Federal AFVs where public fueling is un- 
available. 

c) Agencies are encouraged to work with 
DOE and GSA to resolve alternative fuel 
usage tracking issues with alternative and pe- 
troleum fuel providers. 

Sec. 403. Procurement of Environ- 
mentally Preferable Motor Vehicle Products. 

a) Consistent with Executive Order 1310] 
and section 6002 of the Resource Conserva- 
tion and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. 
6962, effective 6 months after the date of 
this order, no Federal agency shall purchase, 
sell, or arrange for the purchase of virgin pe- 
troleum motor vehicle lubricating oils when 
re-refined motor vehicle lubricating oils are 
reasonably available and meet the vehicle 
manufacturer's recommended performance 
standards. 

(b) Consistent with Executive Order 13101 
and RCRA section 6962, in acquiring and 
maintaining motor vehicles, agencies shall ac- 
quire and use United States EPA-designated 
Comprehensive Procurement Guideline 
items, including but not limited to retread 
tires, when such products are reasonably 
avaiiable and meet applicable performance 
standards. In addition, Federal agencies 
should consider acquiring other recycled 
content products, such as tires containing a 
minimum of 5-10 percent post-consumer re- 
covered rubber. 

(c) Consistent with Executive Order 
13101, Federal agencies are encouraged to 
use biobased motor vehicle products when 
such products are reasonably available and 
meet applicable performance standards. 


PART5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Sec. 501. Revocation. Executive Order 
13031 of December 13, 1996, is revoked. 

Sec. 502. Statutory Authority. Agencies 
must carry out the provisions of this order 
to the extent consistent with their statutory 
authority. 
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Sec. 503. Limitations. This order is in- 
tended only to improve the internal manage- 
ment of the executive branch and is not in- 
tended to create any right, benefit, or trust 
responsibility, substantive or procedural, en- 
forceable at law by a party against the United 
States, its agencies, its office ers, Or any other 
person. 

Sec. 504. Independent Agencies. Inde- 
pendent agencies and agencies excepted 
from coverage by section 304 are encouraged 
to comply with the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 505. Government-Owned Con- 
tractor-Operated Vehicles. Agencies must 
ensure that all Government-owned con- 
tractor-operated vehicles comply with all ap- 
plicable goals and other requirements of this 
order and that these goals and requirements 
are incorporated into each contractor’s man- 
agement contract. 

Sec. 506. Exemptions for Military Tac- 
tical, Law Enforcement, and Emergency Ve- 
hicles. Department of Defense military tac- 
tical vehicles are exempt from this order. 
Law enforcement, emergency, and any other 
vehicle class or type determined by OMB, 
in consultation with DOE, are exempted 
from this order's requirements for Federal 
fleet fuel efficiency and alternative fuel vehi- 
cle acquisition. Agencies claiming vehicle ex- 
emptions must provide information on the 
number of each class or type of vehicle 
claimed as exempt as well as an estimate of 
total fuel consmanption of exempt vehicles on 
an annual basis. Agencies should examine op- 
tions for increasing fuel efficiency in these 
exempt vehicles and should report actions 
taken to increase fuel efficiency in these vehi- 
cles or fleets. All information required by this 
section must be submitted annually under 
Part 3 of this order. 

Sec. 507. Compliance. (a) If an agency 
fails to meet requirements of the Energy Pol- 
icy Act of 1992 or this order, its report to 
the DOE and OMB under section 302(c) 
must include an explanation for such failure 
and an updated strategy for achieving com- 
pliance using the agency's current and re- 
quested budgets. 

(b) OMB, in consultation with DOE, may 
modify the compliance requirements for an 
agency under Part 2 of this order, if the agen- 
cy is unable to comply with the requirements 
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of that part. An agency requesting modifica- 
tion must show that it has made substantial 
good faith efforts to comply with that part. 
The availability and costs of alternative fuels 
and AFVs can be a factor in OMB’s decision 
to modify the agency’s compliance with Part 
2 of this order. 

Sec. 508. Definitions. Terms used in this 
order shall have the same definitions as those 
in the Energy Policy Act of 1992 and Execu- 
tive Order 13101, unless specifically changed 
in guidance to be issued by DOE under sec- 
tion 301(b) of this order. — 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 21, 2000. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 25, 2000] 

NOTE: This Executive order was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April 2] 
but was agen for release until 10:06 a.m 


on April 22, and it was published in the Federal 
Register on April 26. 


Executive Order 13150—Federal 
Workforce Transportation 
April 21, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Cen- 


tury (Public Law 105-178), section 1911 of 


the Energy Policy Act of ge Public Law 
102-486), section 531(a)(1) of the Deficit 
Reduction Act of 1984 (26 U.S.C. 132), and 
the Federal Employees Clean Air Incentives 
Act (Public Law 103-172), and in order to 
reduce Federal employees’ contribution to 
traffic congestion and air pollution and to ex- 
pand their commuting alternatives, it is here- 
by ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Mass Transportation and Van- 
pool Transportation Fringe Bene fit Program. 
(a) By no later than Octobe +r 1, 2000, F ede ral 
agencies shall implement a transportation 
fringe benefit program that offers qualified 
Federal employees the option to exclude 
from taxable wages and compensation, con- 
sistent with section 132 of title 26, United 
States Code, employee commuting costs in- 


curred through the use of mass transpor- 
tation and vanpools, not to exceed the max- 
imum level allowed by law (26 U.S.C. 132 
(f)(2)). These agency programs shall comply 
with the requirements of Internal Revenue 
Service regulations for qualified transpor- 
tation fringe benefits under section 1.132- 
9 of title 26, Code of Federal Regulations, 
and other guidance. 

(b) Federal agencies are encouraged to use 
any nonmonetary incentive that the agencies 
may otherwise offer under any other provi- 
sion of law or other authority to encourage 
mass transportation and vanpool use, as pro- 
vided for in section 7905(b)(2)(C) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

Sec. 2. Federal Agencies in the National 
Capital Region Feder ral agencies in the Na- 
tional Capital Region shall implement a 
“transit pass” transportation fringe benefit 
program for their qualified Federal employ- 
ees by no later than October 1, 2000. Under 
this program, agencies shall provide their 
qualified Federal employees, in addition to 
current compensation, transit passes as de- 
fined in section 132(f)(5) of title 26, United 
States Code, in amounts approximately equal 
toe mployee commuting costs, not to excee ~d 
the maximum level allowed by law (26 U.S.C. 
132(f)(2)). The National Capital Region is 
defined as the District of Columbia; Mont- 
gomery, Prince George’s, and Frederick 
Counties in Maryland; Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudon, and Prince William Counties in Vir- 
ginia; and all cities now or hereafter existing 
in Maryland or Virginia within the geo- 
graphic area bounded by the outer bound- 
aries of the combined area of said counties. 

Sec. 3. Nationwide Pilot Program. The 
Department of Transportation, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, and the Depart- 
ment of Energy shall impleme nt a “transit 
pass” transportation fringe benefit progré s 
as described in section 2 of this order, for 
all of their qualified Federal employees as 
a 3 year pilot program by no later than Octo- 
ber 1, 2000. Before determining whether the 
program should be extended to other Fed- 
eral employees nationwide, it shall be ana- 
lyzed by an entity determined by the agen- 
cies identified in section 4 of this order to 
ascertain, among other things, if it is effective 
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in reducing single occupancy vehicle travel 
and local area traffic congestion 

Sec. 4. Guidance. Federal agencies shall 
develop plans to implement this order in con- 
sultation with the Department of the Treas- 
ury, the Department of Transportation, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Office 
of Personnel Management, the General Serv- 
ices Administration, and the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget. Federal agencies that 
currently have more generous programs or 
benefits in place may continue to offer those 
programs or benefits. Agencies shall absorb 
the costs of implementing this order within 
the sums received pursuant to the President's 
FY 2001 budget request to the Congress. 

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order is not 
intended to and does not create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en- 
forceable at law by any party against the 
United States, its agencies or instrumental- 
ities, its officers or employees, or any other 
person 


William J. Clinton 
The White House 
April 21, 2000. 


Filed with the Office of the 
§:45 a.m April 25, 2000 


Federal Register, 


Note: This Executive order was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April 21 
but was embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m 
on April 22, and it was published in the Federal 
Register on April 26 


Remarks on Departure for Camp 
David, Maryland, and an Exchange 
With Reporters 

April 22, 2000 


Elian Gonzalez 


Good morning. As all of you know, this 
morning 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez was re- 
united with his father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez. 

The Department of Justice, under the 
leadership of Attorney General Reno, went 
to great lengths to negotiate a voluntary 
transfer. Even yesterday, the Attorney Gen- 
eral worked very hard on this late into the 
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night, showing great restraint, patience, and 
When all efforts failed, there 
was no alternative but to enforce the decision 
of the INS and a Federal court that Juan 
Miguel Gonzalez should have custody of his 
son. The law has been upheld, and that was 
the right thing to do. 


compassion 


I am well aware that this has been a dif- 
ficult time for all the parties involved. But 
let’s remember, as I said from the outset, 
the most important thing was to treat this 
in a lawful manner according to the estab- 
lished process. This was, in the end, about 
a little boy who lost his mother and has not 
seen his father in more than 5 months. | 
hope, with time and support, Elian and his 
father will have the opportunity to be a 
strong family again. 


Thank you very much. 


Q. Mr. President, what was your role, and 
did you give the go-ahead for the operation? 

The President. Well, | talked to the Attor- 
ney General extensively, especially in the last 
several days, and I supported the decisions 
that made. I think—we talked last 
evening last, and then I talked to Mr. Podesta 
two or three times through the night, and 
I believe that it was the right thing to do. 


were 


She made the decision; she managed this, 
but I fully support what she did. And it was 
clear to me from our long conversations that 
we were in agreement about this. She had 
a special feeling because she was from 
Miami, she wanted to resolve this in the most 
patient way possible to minimize the damage 
to the people and the community that she 
loves so much. But she felt strongly, and | 
felt strongly, that the law had to be upheld, 
and that Elian had to be reunited with his 
father. And every conceivable alternative was 
tried for quite a long time. 

So I think she did the right thing, and I'm 
very pleased with the way she handled it. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to rescued Cuban youth Elian 
Gonzalez, who was removed from the house of 
his Miami relatives by Federal agents and re- 
united with his father earlier in the morning. 
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Interview With Leonardo DiCaprio 
for ABC News’ “Planet Earth 2000” 


March 31, 2000 


Climate Change 


Mr. DiCaprio. Mr. President, | want to 
thank you very much for your time. And as 
you know, I’m neither a politician nor a jour- 
nalist, but being given the opportunity to sit 
down with you here and talk about an issue 
like global warming was an opportunity as 
a concerned citizen that I couldn’t pass up. 

So my first question is, global warming is 
obviously a controversial topic among sci- 
entists and politicians. What is your under- 
standing of what the effects of climate 
change will have on our future if preventative 
steps aren’t taken immediately? 

The President. Well, let me, first of all, 
thank you for your interest in this because 
I think it’s important that we get citizens 
more involved in it; and secondly say, I don’t 
think it’s all that controversial a topic among 
scientists. There are a few who say that it’s 
not proven, but we know that the hottest 
years in recorded history, and certainly in the 
last 600 years, that 9 of the hottest 11 years 
have occurred in the last decade. 

So, the climate is changing, and the globe 
is warming at an unsustainable rate. And if 
it is not slowed and ultimately reversed, what 
will happen is, the polar ice caps will melt 
more rapidly; sea levels will rise; you will 
have the danger of flooding in places like the 
precious Florida Everglades or the sugarcane 
fields of Louisiana; island nations could lit- 
erally be buried. The whole climate of the 
United States, for example, could be changed 
where you would have more flooding, more 
heat waves, more storms, more extreme 
weather events generally. 

And then you'll have some public health 
consequences. For example, we're already 
seeing in Africa, for example, malaria being 
found at higher and higher altitudes where 
it used to be too cool for the mosquitoes. 

So there will be a lot of very bad, more 
dramatic weather events. There will be a shift 
in the patterns of agricultural production. 
There will be flooding that will be quite bad, 
and there will be more public health crises. 
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Raising Public Awareness 

Mr. DiCaprio. While growing up, I al- 
ways felt that environmental issues were con- 
stantly overlooked, and I watched people 
band together for various causes which 
seemed to come and go, and it was almost 
like they were going in and out of style. So 
how do we take a misunderstood issue like 
climate change and not only raise awareness 
but make its prevention an ongoing commit- 
ment? 

The President. Well, I think we have to 
make climate change a local and a personal 
matter in the same way other successful envi- 
ronmental issues are. You know, since I’ve 
been here, we've been able to strengthen the 
quality of our air, strengthen the quality of 
our water. We've set aside more cad for pro- 
tection and protected forests than virtually 
any administration in history, except those of 
the two Roosevelts, because they were things 
people could understand and identify with, 
and they knew how to advocate for, and they 
understood the benefits. 

So I think we have to bring this down to 
practical applications and convince people 
that they can do something about it, number 
one; and number two, we have to talk about 
the first question you asked me—what the 
consequences of not doing anything. 

But there’s so much we can do. We started 
a project here at the White House called the 
Greening of the White House. Just by chang- 
ing the lighting in this whole building, we 
lowered our electric bills by $100,000 a year. 
Then we put in a different sort of roofing 
system which kept out more heat and cold. 
Then we put in a more energy-efficient heat- 
ing system and water system. We brought 
more energy-efficient equipment—copiers, 
computers—all with the Energy Star label, 
which is a totally voluntary thing the Depart- 
ment of Energy provides. 

Now, these are things that businesses all 
across America could be doing. They're 
things that homes all across America could 
be doing. We've worked with the Home 
Builders to help build lower cost housing that 
will cut energy use by 50 percent. There’s 
one housing development built in the Inland 
Empire out in southern California, east of 
L.A., for lower income working people where 
the average utility bills are 65 percent lower 
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than in houses of comparable size in the rest 
of California—just by putting the most mod- 
ern, thin solar panels on the roofs, by having 
by 


and by taking new windows 


sensible insulation, having energy-effi- 
cient lighting, 
that let in more light and keep out more heat 
and cold 

These things are out there now, and I think 
when people know there’s actually something 
they can do, as well as what the consequences 
of our not acting and not pushing Congress 


, then I think 


and other countries to act 


you'll see 


are 
action 


Energy-Efficiency Incentives 

Mr. DiCaprio. Well, my other question 
pertaining to that is, if there was a profit in- 
there, that make 
attention? 

The President. Yes, there should be more 
of a profit incentive. | mean, right now, for 


centive would us pay more 


example, if you take the most energy-effi- 
cient lighting, it costs you more now, up 
front, but it lasts so much longer, eventually 


you turn a profit. And this is true in many 
processes in all the energy fields. 

So what I have proposed to the Congress 
is that we do basically two things. First of 
all, significant tax breaks to con- 
sumers to buy energy-efficient products of 
all kinds, and that we tax breaks 
for people to manufacture and develop them. 
And then, that we spend more money on re- 
search, like the project we've had that the 
Vice President headed for new generation 
vehicles, that we work with the auto compa- 
nies and the autoworkers union to develop 
energy-efficient 
velop alternative 
biofuels, 


we give 


also give 


vehicles and to de- 
fuel, including 
which could dramatically change 
the whole future with regard to the green- 
house gases we've put into the atmosphere. 
So there’s a lot more we can do, and we 
ought to provide tax incentives to the private 
sector to help us. But what I want to drive 
home is that right now it is no longer nec- 
essary in order to grow our economy to put 
more greenhouse gases, which cause global 
warming, into the atmosphere. You don’t 
have to burn more oil and coal to get richer 
now. Not in America; not anywhere else. 


more 


forms of 





> 
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International Cooperation 


Mr. DiCaprio. Now, in Kyoto, in the 1997 
Global Conference on Climate Change, it 
asked industrialized countries to drastically 
reduce And 
when we tried to enforce such protocols in 
developing countries, they came right back 
to us and said that the U.S. is responsible 
for a quarter of the greenhouse gases that 
are going into the atmosphere. 
not practice what we preach? 

The President. Well first, I think 
should practice what we preach. And that’s 
why I think it’s so important that the Con- 
gress pass the budget that I recommended 
that would dramatically increase our invest- 
ment in developing the kinds of technologies 
and alternative fuels that would cut our 
greenhouse gas emissions. 


their greenhouse gas emissions. 


How can we 


we 


But I also believe that we have a big stake 
in working with other countries to convince 
them that they, too, can grow without in- 
creasing greenhouse gas emissions. For ex- 
ample, no matter how much we cut emissions 
in the United States, since this is a global 
problem, unless we also get China and India 
and the countries that have the big rain for- 
ests to work with us, we’re going to be in 
real trouble. 

o, for example, when I was in Bangladesh 
recently, I announced a debt-for-nature swap 
that we were going to help finance with 
them. I signed a bill to do the same thing 
with the South American rain forest last year. 
In India, we signed an agreement by which 
they committed that as they continue to grow 
and need more power, that they'll have more 
and more coming from natural and renew- 
able sources in the future. so that we can 
work together, because it is a global problem. 

But we should lead the way. And since we 
have already so much technology, and since. 
as I’ve just explained, just with these minor 
things we cut the power bills here at the 
White House by $100,000, and we're going 
to do it across the Federal Government. If 
the Federal Government alone will do what 
we did at the White House, we'll save $750 
million a year, and it will be the equivalent 
in terms of greenhouse gases and climate 
change of taking 1.7 million cars off the road. 
We should be doing that. 
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But we should also work with other coun- 
tries. I tell other countries, the developing 
countries, I’m not asking you to give up your 
growth; I’m not asking you to give jobs up. 
I’m asking you to pursue a different pattern 
of energy use, which will give you more 
growth, more jobs, and a healthier popu- 
lation over the long run. So I think this really 
is a win-win issue herve. This is not the way 
it used to be 30, 40 years ago. You can grow 
an economy and use less energy if you do 
it right. 


Raising Public Awareness 


Mr. DiCaprio. Why do you think this 
issue is so constantly overlooked, and why 
do you think people don’t take it seriously 
enough? And for you, is it as important as 
something like health care or education? 

The President. Oh yes, over the long run, 
it’s one of the two or three major issues fac- 
ing the world over the next 30 years. I think 
it’s because it takes a long time for the cli- 
mate to change in a way that people feel it, 
and because it seems sort of abstract now. 
That’s why I think it’s important that pro- 
grams like this are aired, and people like 
you—not politicians or scientific experts but 
citizens—express their concern. 

And then it’s important that citizens know 
that it ought to be an issue; it ought to be 
a voting issue at election time. And I don’t 
say this in a hateful way. It’s just that people 
need to tell the politicians and the candidates 
they care about this; they want action. But 
our citizens need to follow the lead of a lot 
of our religious groups and other civic groups 
in actually doing things themselves. 

Right now, if the American people knew 
all the options that are available to them and 
understood the economics, we could do 
much better. And of course, if my plan were 
to pass the Congress and we were to give 
the tax breaks to consumers and manufactur- 
ers of these products and technologies, we 
could do it even faster. 


Energy-Efficiency Incentives 

Mr. DiCaprio. Now, the major polluters 
are obviously the big industries, such as the 
oil companies, who are one of the most pow- 
erful lobbies in the world. How do we con- 
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vince them to change the way they've been 
doing business for the last century? 

The President. Well, for one thing, oil is 
a depleting resource, and I think that oil 
companies and coal companies should be 
given incentives to become energy compa- 
nies and to promote energy efficiency so that 
the oil they have will last longer and provide 
them a more steady stream of income, and 
so that they can develop other ways of earn- 
ing money. They should become—they 
should think of themselves as energy compa- 
nies, not oil companies. 

And if you look at the record, starting with 
British Petroleum and its leader, some mem- 
bers of the oil industry are beginning to come 
over to support action on climate change. 
Some leaders of the auto industry are begin- 
ning to come over and support action on cli- 
mate change. They understand that this is 
real and that when these gases get "P in the 
atmosphere, it takes at least 50 years for them 
to dissipate. 

So we need to begin now a disciplined ef- 
fort, which will be good for our economy. 
I will say again, this is good for the American 
economy and good for public health. We 
need to do this, and if we did it from today 
until the time you’re my age, we'd be a much 
wealthier country, a much healthier country. 
And with that kind of effort over that length 
of time, we could head off this crisis. 

Mr. DiCaprio. How do we get power 
companies to replace their coal plants with 
cleaner technologies? And why don’t we 
make it so expensive for power companies 
to keep their old coal plants that they have 
to invest in cleaner fuels? 

The President. Well, I think you can do 
it in two or three ways. I think, first of all, 
it’s important to have very rigorous clean air 
standards. And I think it’s important also to 
provide them the tax incentives they need 
to move as quickly as possible to alternative 
energy sources. 

A lot of the most enlightened utilities in 
America also see conservation itself as an en- 
ergy source, PG&E in California, for exam- 
ple. But other utilities have understood that 
our inefficient patterns of using electricity 
are pressing them to use more traditional en- 
ergy and emit more greenhouse gases and 
warm the climate. 
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should do is to have 
1 system where we finance not only the con- 


So I think what we 
version to alternative energy, but also looking 
energy. 
amount of 
and Sa like creating 
a totally « And | 
should be phe ing those 
things in part with tax breaks from the Amer- 
ican Government. And I've pushed for that, 


and 


it conservation itself as a form of 
» you do the 


work with less energy 


When you save same 


more energy in 


that we 
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think 


I will continue to do so 


Energy Research 


Mr. DiCaprio. Now, you've enacted tax 
credits for people who want to buy electric 
-cell vehicles. What are we doing to 
encourage oil companies to pote alter- 
native fuel technologies like fuel cells? 

The President. Well, | want to give tax 
to make it for 
them to spend money on that kind of re- 
search. And we are doing a lot of the basic 
research in the The work, for 
e did with the auto companies on 
developing fuel cells, on developing a dual- 
fuel electricity and gas engines—— 

Mr. DiCaprio. A hybrid vehicle. 

The President. hybrid vehicles—the 
work that we've done to try to help them 
develop cars that run on electricity, but 
where the electricity regenerates, the capac- 
ity regenerates so they don’t have to pull in 
every 80 miles and juice up the battery again, 
and a lot of the research we're doing through 
the Agriculture Department in biofuels all 
these things I think are very important. As 
we do more of that research, the basic re- 
search, we then make it more cost effective 
for the energy companies and for the auto 
companies to take that basic research and 
quickly convert it into commercially viable 
research to develop products. 

So I think our research at the national level 
should increase as well. I think it’s very, very 
important that the Federal Government do 
that. You know, to get out of the energy con- 
text, the Internet basically began as a feder- 


and fuel 


credits to them, too, easier 


Government 
example, w 








ally funded research project. So a lot of the 
things we take for granted today in the pri- 
vate sector began with a heavy investment 
of basic research from the National Govern- 
ment. And I think we're still at a point where 
the ! 


National Government should be doing 
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a lot of this basic research. I'll just give you 
one example 

If we could—suppose we get cars that will 
get 70 miles to the gallon, 80 miles to the 
gallon. And then suppose they can run on 
clean biofuels that don’t have any greenhouse 
gas emissions, instead of gasoline. Now, 
what's the proble m today? The problem 
today is it takes about 7 gallons of gasoline 
to produce gallons of ethanol or other 
biofuel. So the researchers today are working 
on a chemical breakthrough which would 
permit you to produce 8 gallons of biofuel 
with 1 gallon of gasoline. If you did that, if 
you improve the ratio 8 to 1, and you had 
a car getting 70 miles to the gallon, it would 
be like getting 500 miles to the gallon of gaso- 
line in terms of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Then the whole future of the world would 
be different. I mean, this whole issue would 
be radically different. And then Americans, 
simply by buying fuel that would be cost ef- 
fective, could whip this problem. And we're 
on the verge of those kinds of breakthroughs, 
but we need the energy companies to think 
of themselves as that—not oil and coal but 
energy; we need the auto companies to keep 
supporting the work of combating global 
warming, not pretending it doesn’t exist, and 
many of them are today; and we need more 
action from ordinary citizens, smaller busi- 
nesses, and the Government to promote en- 
ergy conservation and alternative energy 
sources. : 

But again I say, this is not a problem that 
requires big taxes, big regulation, and slow 
economic growth. It is no longer necessary— 
in the information economy, with the dra- 
matic scientific breakthroughs already made, 
we can grow economies faster by conserving 
energy rather than burning it up. And that’s 
what people don’t yet believe. That's the real 
big debate out there. If we can get people 
to really believe that we could have a great 
future using less energy, not more—tradi- 
tional energy, | mean—then we'd have the 
battle half won. 

And maybe that will come out of this pro- 
gram. Because there’s nothing so dangerous 
to society than being in the grip of a big idea 
that isn’t true anymore. And it is just no 
longer true that for America or India or 
China or Latin America or any other place 
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to grow wealthy, they have to put more 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by burn- 
ing up more coal and oil. That’s just not true 
anymore. And so we have to show people 
that that’s not true, and show them how they 
can make a difference, and then keep making 
these products and technologies available so 
that it becomes easier and easier and easier 
to do what is not only the right thing environ- 
mentally but the right thing for our long-term 
economic and public health purposes 


Fuel Efficient Transportation 

Mr. DiCaprio. Many people have said in 
the past that the American dream was to buy 
a car and live in the suburbs. But it has cre- 
ated massive problems that have made us 
more reliant on our cars. Since it is so dif- 
ficult for us to convince people to use mass 
transportation, how can we promote hybrid 
vehicles and convince people to give up their 
SUV's? For instance, if it only costs $575 a 
car to make them cleaner, can’t 
make it a law, like seatbelts? 

The President. Well, I’m not sure that it 
only costs $575 to make them cleaner in 
terms of greenhouse gas emissions. But let 
me say what I think ought to be done. | 
think—first of all, I think if these SUV’s are 
going to be sustainable over the long run, 
they also are going to have to become much 
more fuel-efficient and be able to run on al- 
ternative fuels. And I think the American 
people would pay a little more if they would 
do that. And the auto companies for the first 
time have said now that they want to bring 
in the SUV’s and their other less efficient 
vehicles into this sort of new energy future 
that we're trying to build. 

Secondly, I think that people will take 
mass transit more if it works better. I’ve 
worked very hard to support more invest- 
ments in mass transit to make it more con- 
venient and faster, including more high- 
speed rail. And | still believe that as our 
urban areas become more and more popu- 
lated and traffic becomes more congested, 
quite apart from pollution in the air, if we 
can have clean, efficient, and fast mass tran- 
sit, people will begin to take it more and 
more and more—because they can do other 


why you 





things. They’re not wasting so much time if 


they're riding the train. 
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So I'm hopeful that you will see that. 
very much hope that we will continue to a 
ve lop mass transit alternatives, and I believe 
they will become much more popular with 
people, especially in the highly populated 
areas. But we can’t stop the development of 
fuel efficiency because a lot of our people 
live in rural areas and drive a long way to 
work, and that’s not going to change anytime 
soon. 


Environmental Standards 


Mr. DiCaprio. Now, Louisiana is the sec- 
ond largest consumer of fossil fuels and the 
city most at risk for sea level rise. Can’t some- 
thing be done, like in Atlanta, where the 
Government withheld highway funds, mak- 
ing it the model city for environmental re- 
sponsibility? 

The President. Yes, we can. But under 
the law, we can only withhold these highway 
funds if the air pollution of a given me tropoli- 
tan area is so high and they haven't done 
anything about it, anything else about it. 
Then we can withhold the highway funds. 
They have to come up with an alternative 
program, which usually involves mass transit 
or carpooling or some other means to reduce 
air pollution, and in this case, also to reduce 
greenhouse g gas emissions. 

And I'm sorry to say I don’t know exactly 
the answer to your question, but it may be 
that for other reasons, New Orleans is in full 
compliance with the Federal laws on air pol- 
lution. I'll just have to look and see. 

But we've tried to do that in more than 
one other place, to use the obligation of a 
city, a big metropolitan area, to have clean 
air to promote the development of alter- 
native energy technologies and alternative 
travel patterns. And I do think that environ- 
mental standards can be used that way. 

In other words, instead of telling people 
we're going to shut you down, or imposing 
big, heavy, complicated regulations, say, 
“Here’s the standard; if you want the money, 
meet the standard.” And then, in Atlanta, 
they figured out something to do that was 
very good for the environment, and they got 
their money. 
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Citizen Involvement 


Mr. DiCaprio. Now, I'm sure you've 
heard so many reports from scie ntists and 
politicians and citizens. What do you think 
the best course for American citizens is with- 
in the next 20 years as far as helping the 
environment is concerned? 

The President. Well, the biggest global 
problem by far on the environment is global 
warming. The biggest problem in many de- 
veloping countries right now is safe water. 
We still have huge numbers of children dying 
from diarrhea and other related diseases and 
problems because they don’t have safe water. 
And there are local air pollution problems 
that are horrible in various places 

But internationally, the aoe problem is 
global warming. And I think the most impor- 
tant thing we can do is, eve ry citizen must 
first understand that he or she can do some- 
thing about this, and it won’t bankrupt them 
They should have their homes, their cars, 
their businesses, everything they do should 
be oriented toward energy efficiency and al- 
ternative energy technologie s. And then they 
should make this one of the issues that has 
to be discussed by public officials running 
for office at every level. This has to become 
not just an issue that we talk about once a 
year on Earth Day but an issue that is de- 
bated along with health care and education 
and national security and other issues at 
every election. 

You know, I was fortunate when I asked 
Vice President Gore to join me in 1992 that 
he had written a book on this, that he was 
interested in it. He talked to me about it. 
And so we just, on our own initiative, have 
done a lot of these things. But we could have 
had a whole environmental agenda and not 
dealt with this really very much. And then 
we had Kyoto, which we strongly supported, 
the Kyoto Protocol. But this needs to become 
an issue for every public official. It needs to 
become a matter of citizen debate. 

So I think citizen action, and then citizens 
as voters turning it into a political issue, in 
the very finest sense—those are the things 
that I think need to be done right now and 
for the next several years to get America on 
the right track. 

Mr. DiCaprio. Do you think we can even- 
tually become a role model? 
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The President. Absolutely. We should be- 
come a role model because, just as we've led 
the world in information technology with the 
developme nt of the Internet and digital tech- 
nology of all kinds, we have the technology 
here. And there’s no excuse for not —- 
menting it comprehensively and quickly ir 
every American community. And there’s no 
excuse for not making it available at an af- 
fordable price to every American family. 

So if we take this on the way we did the 
Industrial Revolution, the way we did the in- 
formation technology revolution, there will 
be an energy revolution in the 2lst century 
that will save the planet and actually increase 
health and wealth. That will be one—I pre- 
dict to you that will be one of the great stories 
of the 21st century, that there was a dramatic 
revolution in work caused by a change in the 
source of energy, in the lev el of conservation, 
and in the availability of technologies that 
just weren't there before. 

Mr. DiCaprio. | hope so. Thank you very 
much for your time. I appreciate it. 

The President. Thank you. 





NOTE: The interview was taped at approximately 
1 p.m. on the Oval Office Patio at the White 
House for broadcast on the evening of April 22 
This transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 23. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of this inter- 
view 


Remarks at the White House 
Easter Egg Roll 


April 24, 2000 


Thank you very much, and good morning. 
I'm so glad to see such a wonderful crowd 
all over the South Lawn, all the way back 
to the back. I want to also say, as Hillary 
did, that even though this is our last White 
House Easter egg roll, and we will miss it 
very much, we have enjoyed it. 

Today Melinda Bates, the Director of our 
Visitors Office, who’s done so much on this 
over the years, told me that Hillary and | 
are the only First Couple ever to do this all 
8 years we were here. And I think it’s because 
we had more fun than the children did here. 

I just want to thank those of you who have 
had anything to do with this Easter egg roll. 
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[ want to thank especially the 500 volunteers. 
And I'd like to say that this is the first time 
we've ever broadcast the Easter egg roll in 
cyberspace, so there will be more children 
in classrooms and homes and libraries across 
America watching this Easter egg roll today 
than have attended it in the previous 122 
years of the White House 
thanks to the Internet. 
that that is so, as well. 


Easter egg roll, 
And we are delighted 


I want to just reemphasize one thing that 
Hillary said. This year’s activities feature 
reading. And they feature the theory that it 
is fun. It’s a part of our prescription for learn- 
ing initiative that the First Lady launched 3 
years ago, with the help of Scholastic Books. 
They bring together health profes- 
sionals, librarians, and others to show chil- 
dren how important and fun reading can be. 

So I hope you enjoy that, along with the 
storytelling booths, the egg decorating. There 
are even some costume characters around 
here, appearing as some of our greatest 
Presidents. I hope you recognize them. 

Finally, let me say it’s time to blow the 
whistle to start another Easter egg roll. And 
before I do, 
Ceremonies, Bernie Fairbanks, and ask him 
to come up here. He’s right behind me. 

And I want you to know something about 
this man. As nearly as I can figure, he’s been 
here for almost half of the Easter egg rolls. 
He has joined me every year, but he’s been 
attending the Easter egg roll since Franklin 
Roosevelt was the Preside nt of the United 
States. 

So before I start this, Bernie, I want to 
give you a special Easter egg roll 2000 whistle 
with your name 1 


care 


\ on for Hillary and me, 
thanks for the 8 years we shared with you. 
And now that you're, once again, going to 
have seniority over us, I want you to think 
of us when you blow this whistle. 

Thank you. So we're going to do this to- 
gether, right? I want you to do it with me. 
Now where ar y—are they ready 
there? Wave your hand 
right. 





over 
if you’re ready. All 


On your mark, get set —— 


[At this point, the whistle blew starting the 
White House Easter egg roll. | 
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I want to thank our Master of 
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NoTE: The President spoke approximately 10:27 
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary also included the remarks of the First Lady 


Remarks at a Luncheon for 
Representative Michael P. Forbes 
in New York City 

April 24, 2000 


Thank you very much. Well, first, I want 
to thank Bill and Nancy for having us in their 
beautiful apartment. I must say, they've been 
so wonderful to Hillary and me. I’m going 
to forgive them because they stripped me of 
one of my important legacies today. 

felt a little awkward standing up here 
on these beautiful stairs. And now people will 
never be able to say what one man came up 
to me and said when I was out in the West 
recently. He said, “I'll tell you one thing, Bill, 
they will never say that when you were Presi- 
dent you looked down on the American peo- 
ple.” [Laughier] 

But I ac tually enjoyed it up there. I could 
see everyone’s face. I was thinking how 
proud I am to be here and to be here with 
you. 

I want to thank Congressmen Nadler, 

Towns, and Ackerman for being here. And, 
Gary, thank you for rounding out the funds 
race today. That was a—({laughter]. Gary 
Ackerman just went to India with me. I heard 
how many people lived in India—over 900 
million people. Do you know every third pe - 
son I met knew who Gary Ackerman was? 
[Laughter] It was very disorienting. It was 
utterly amazing. 

Let me say, these three people have really 
represented not only New York but the 
United States very well. And you can be 
proud of them. Jerry Nadler is everyone’s 
conscience, including mine when he thinks 
I’m straying too far. Ed Towns was with me 
in 1991, when only my mother thought | 
could be elected President. [Laughter] So | 
really like them very, very much. 

I want to welcome again Mike and Barbara 
and Abby—who is going to be a teacher, by 
the way. She’s a senior at the University of 
Virginia, and she’s going to be a teacher. We 
ought to give her a hand. [Applause] 
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And I want to be brief but fairly pointed 
here. I believe that Mike Forbes became a 
Democrat because of his convictions on edu- 
cation, the environment, the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights, campaign finance reform, prescrip- 
tion drugs for seniors eco- 
path the doing more 
for the poor, and being even more aggressive 
in education. That’s why I think he did it. 
| don’t think it’s very complicated. 


continuing the 


nomic country 1s on, 


I think he did it because 
we have been able to prove in the last 7 years 


In a larger sense, 


that our party can be for economic growth 
and for improving the environment, that we 
can be pro-business and pro-labor, that we 
can be pro-work and pro-family. And divisive 
politics, which have served the other party 
rather well from election to election, are no 
way to run a country, particularly a country 
in a_ global 
globalized society, 


economy, an incre asingly 
where diversity and the 
power of the mind is becoming more impor- 
tant eve ry day 

What J want to say to you is that there 
will be an attempt in this election to blur 
the distinctions between the parties in the 
hope that the traditional advantage that our 
friends in the Republican Party have enjoyed 
among large voting blocks around the coun- 
try will be there and that they will basically 
make people sort of feel like it’s okay if they 
win, things are going so well, and there are 
no consequences. 

What I want you to understand is there 
are sharp consequences to whether we hold 
the White House and whether we win the 
House and whether we pick up seats in the 
Senate—sharp, dramatic consequences that 
will make a significant difference in the lives 
of the American people. And I'll just give 
you a few, but I think it’s important. You 
need to tell people that if ye »y want to vote 
for person X or person there are con- 
se que nces. 

Number one, on the economy: Our posi- 
tion is we ought to keep paying down the 
debt; save Social Security and Medicare; pro- 
vide a prescription drug benefit for seniors; 
make substantial investments in education, 
health care, and the environment, science 
and technology; and then we can afford a 
tax cut, but it’s a modest one designed to 
help people who need help most to educate 
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their kids, to provide child care for them, 
to provide for health care; and that we ought 
to give people like those of you in this room 
who can afford to be here a tax cut if you 
help us solve some of our biggest problems. 

I want to give you the same tax benefits 
to invest in poor areas in America we give 
you to invest in poor areas Overseas. I want 
to give you tax incentives to produce or to 
purchase energy-efficient products that will 
help us deal with climate change and other 
things that are investment oriented. We had 
an investment strategy to get this economy 
going again, and it worked, and we ought not 
to abandon it. 

Their strategy is to pass a tax cut even big- 
ger than the one I vetoed before. And they’ Hl 
do it. You have to assume they're honorable 
people. [Laughter] People normally mean 
what they say in elections. There have been 
a lot of studies done on politicians and—even 
though I’m proud to say that one said that 
I had kept a higher percentage of my cam- 
paign promises than the last 5 Presidents, 
even though I made more, in more detail. 
By and large, people who run for President 
do what they say they're going to do when 
they get in. So you have to assume that when 
they run for President and for Congress, 
based on a tax cut even bigger than the one 
I vetoed—which will certainly take us back 
to deficits and higher interest rates and slow- 
er growth—that they mean it. 

And now, the second thing is, there will 
be enormous consequences for our other ob- 


jectives. I think we ought to meet the chal- 


lenge of the aging of America. I’m the oldest 
baby boomer. And when we retire, all of us, 
there will only be two people working for 
every one person retired. And I do not want 
our retirement to bankrupt our children and 
their ability to raise our grandchildren. 

So we're for taking the interest savings 
we're getting from paying down the debt, put 
it in the Social Security Trust Fund, because 
they can’t ; 
Social Security taxes—so we take this Social 
Security Trust Fund out to 2054, beyond the 
life of the baby boomers. And they’ re not 
for it. We're for a prescription drug program 
for seniors to benefit all the seniors that need 
prescription drugs. Their program primarily 
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benefits the people that are producing the 
drugs. 

There are significant differences. If you 
look at the children—and Mike and his 
whole family’s passion for education—no 
matter what they say they're for, they're not 
going to have the money to invest in edu- 
cation after they pass their tax cut and their 
defense increases. 

Somebody asked me the other day what 
the principal economic reform | brought to 
the United States when I became Pre side ont 
was, and I said, arithmetic. [Laughter] That 
was the dramatic, new idea in the informa- 
tion age we reintroduced into budgeting— 
arithmetic. All of a sudden, the numbers 
added up again. The money won't be there. 
We say we ought to give a tax deduction to 
people for up to $10,000 for the cost of col- 
lege tuition. Their leader says that we don’t 
need any more help to he ‘Ip people go to 
coliege. I think eve srybody needs to be able 
to go to college. We've tried to open the 





doors of college to all Americans because of 


the world we're living in. These are signifi- 
cant differences. 

On work and family, we favor raising the 
minimum wage, and they don’t. We favor in- 
creasing tax relief for child care coverage, 
and they don’t. We favor expanding health 
care coverage to people who could never af- 
ford to come to this fundraiser, but they all 
work, and they all pay taxes. People between 
the ages of 55 and 65 who lose their jobs 
and, therefore, don’t have health insurance 
and are not old enough for Medicare; low 
income families who can get their kids in- 
sured today, but they can’t get insured. We’re 
for that. We think we ought to do that and 
give them health care coverage, and they 
don’t. 

On the environment, I don’t even think 
I need to say anything about that. Ever since 
the Republicans got the majority in Con- 
gress, with a few notable exce ptions, like Mr. 
Forbes, I have waged a relentless battle to 
try to prevent an assault on our efforts to 
improve the quality of our air, our water, and 
our land, and to set aside precious spaces 
both in the vast unpopulated areas of Amer- 
ica and green spaces within our own neigh- 
borhoods. I don’t think—there may be no 
issue on which the record is clearer—particu- 
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larly given the decisions of the Republicans 
in the nominating process. 

Now, these are significant. My belief that 
we all belong in America and that we've all 
got to get along as long as we’re law abid- 
ing—we’re for hate crimes legislation and the 
“Employment Non-Discrimination Act,” and 
they're against it. I could go on and on. But 
those are just six things. There will be signifi- 

cant consequences to the American people 
from the outcome of the elections in the 
House and the Senate and the Presidential 
election. 

You should know what those consequences 
are. And you don’t have to say a bad seg 
about our opponents to understand that. 
don’t like all the politics of personal Pes 
tion. Most people who do that do it because 
they're more interested in power than peo- 
ple. And they think voters are ultimately not 
very smart, and so if they can make their Op- 
ponents look bad enough, they can get some 
votes. 

The truth is, this is not about all of us who 
run for office, and besides that, I’m not run- 
ning for anything. I’m telling you this as a 
citizen. But I’ve worked very hard for over 
7 years now to turn this country around, to 
move us in the right direction, and to pull 
us together. And I promise you, everything 
I have learned in my entire public life tells 
me that these differences are real, that we 
mean what we say, and they mean what they 
say. Now, they will attempt to paper over 
all this between now and November, in the 
hope that basically a satisfied, almost som- 
nambulant electorate, will give them the 
reins of power. 

So I want you to leave here—and if they 
ask you how come you showed up at Mike 
Forbes fundraiser, tell them it’s because 
you'd like to see the economy grow. Tell 
them it’s because you want to see more peo- 
ple brought into the mainstream of American 
life. Tell them it’s because you want to see 
investments made in education and the envi- 
ronment and health care. Tell them it’s be- 
cause you think we ought to go forward to- 
gether instead of being divided. These are 
significant consequences. This is very impor- 
tant. 

I know the country was in trouble in ’92, 
and it looks like we’re doing great today. But 
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believe me, this election is every bit as impor- 
tant as the elections we had in "92 and ’96 
because we are going to decide whether to 
ratify the direction of change we have em- 
braced or abandon it. And there will be sub- 
stantial consequences, positive or negative, 
to that decision. If you go out and tell the 
people that you know in New York and in 
other States around this country that, we'll 
be all right. And if you tell the people you 
know that can vote in Mike Forbes’ congres- 
sional district, he will be overwhelmingly re- 
elected. 
Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. at a pri- 
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to 
luncheon hosts Bill and Nancy Rollnick; and Rep- 
resentative Forbes’ Barbara, 
daughter Abby 


wife and their 


Statement Commemorating the 
Deportation and Massacre of 
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire 
April 24, 2000 


Today we remember a great tragedy of the 
20th ce ntury: the deportations and massacres 
of roughly one and a half million Armenians 
in the final years of the Ottoman Empire. 
I join Armenians around the world, including 
the Armenian-American community, in 
mourning the loss of those innocent lives. | 
also extend my sympathy to the survivors and 
their descendants for the hardships they suf- 
fered. I call upon all Americans to renew 
their commitment to build a world where 
such events are not allowed to happen again. 
The lesson we must learn from the stark an- 
nals of history is that we must forge a more 
humane future for the peoples of all nations. 

Our own society has benefited immeas- 
urably from the contributions of Armenian- 
Americans. They have enriched every aspect 
of American life, from science to commerce 
to the arts. For the past 8 years, the Arme- 
nian people have been engaged in an historic 
undertaking to establish democracy and pros- 
perity in the independent Re public of Arme- 
nia. Their courage, energy, and resourceful- 
ness inspire the admiration of all Americans, 
and we are proud to extend our assistance 
to help realize the dream of a vital and vi- 
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brant Armenia. The United States fully sup- 
ports the efforts of Armenia and its ne sighbors 
to make lasting peace with one anothe or and 
to begin an era of security and cooperation 
in the Caucasus region. We encourage any 
and all dialog between citizens of the region 


that hastens reconciliation and under- 
standing 
On behalf of the American people, I ex- 


tend my best wishes to all Armenians on this 
solemn day of remembrance. 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Dinner in New York City 
April 24, 2000 


Thank you very much. I think she’s about 
to get the hang of it, don’t you? [Laughter| 
Wow! 

The Vice President, Tipper, Hillary, Chair- 
man Rendell, ladies and gentlemen. I would 
like to begin with a heart full of gratitude 
by saying some thank you’s. 

I thank Ed Rendell and Joe Andrew and 
all the people at the Democratic Party for 
the work they have done. I thank all of you 
at these tables who helped to chair this event 
and did the work so that we could all be here 
tonight. I want to thank Jon Stewart for mak- 
ing us laugh. I wish he would move to Wash- 
ington. If we laughed a little more there, we 
might get twice as much done. [Laughter] 

I want to thank my dear friend Tony Ben- 
nett for performing again so beautifully. You 
know, people always marvel—Tony’s a year 
or two ‘aie sr than I am, and pe ople always 
marvel at how great an artist he is. And | 
was telling pe ople earlier tonight, the thing 
that is so amazing is that he still has perfect 
pitch. I lost my perfect pitch 10 years ago. 
And he has perfect pitch in more ways that 
one. I’m glad he’s here. 

I thank the people of New York, the 
Democratic Party of New York, and my spe- 
cial supporters in this room who have been 
with me and Al and Hillary and Tipper all 
these years. I want to thank those of you who 
are helping Hillary in this Senate campaign. 
I have no doubt of one thing, that if you elect 
her, she will be a worthy successor to Robert 
Kennedy and Pat Moynihan, and will make 
a terrific difference to the people of this State 
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and this Nation. And after I heard her speak- 
ing, | have no doubt she’s going to win if 
you stay with her, so I feel good about that. 
Thank you. 

I want to thank Tipper Gore for 8 mar- 
velous years. I was looking at her tonight, 
thinking to myself——I've watched her raise 
her children; I’ve watched her deal with sick 
members of her family; I’ve watched her deal 
with all kinds of pressures and keep laughing. 
The thing I appreciate most about her is that 
she believes that people who are fragile and 
people who are broken, whether they are 
homeless or suffering from mental illness, are 
part of our common humanity and still have 
something to live for, still have something 
to give, and ought to be given a better 
chance. And our country would be a better 
place if more people felt the way she did. 
I hope that more people will. 

Let me say also that I am profoundly grate- 
ful tonight for the chance you gave me to 
serve. We were talking around our table to- 
night about—one of the chances that I’ve had 
as President is to learn a lot about the Presi- 
dencies of people you don’t know much 
about. I thought I knew a lot about American 
history when I became President, but I’ve 
spent a lot of time studying periods of time 
when most Americans are not-—that most 
Americans aren’t too conversive with—the 
Presidency of Franklin Pierce or Rutherford 
Hayes. And I tried to do it so that I could 
see the whole history of this country in a 
seamless web. 

One of the things that strikes me as strange 
is that some people who have been in this 
position—even people I very much admire— 
talk about what a terrible burden it is, and 
how the White House is the crown jewel of 
the Federal penal system, and how they can’t 
wait to get out of there, and what a terrible 
pain it is. Frankly, most of those guys didn’t 
have a tougher time than I’ve had there— 
(laughter|—and 1 don’t know what in the 
heck they’re talking about. [Laughter] 

One of my friends from home called me 
a couple of years ago when things weren't 
going so well for me, and he said, “Just re- 
member, Bill, a couple of runs of bad luck 
and you'd be home doing $25 divorces and 
deeds. Don’t feel sorry for yourself. You 
asked for this job. And that’s the way I feel.” 
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Every day has been a joy and an oppor- 
tunity and still is, and I thank you for it. But 
Iw ant you to know, sometimes people say, 
“Well, what keeps you going?” And tonight 
we were sitting around our table, and | 
looked at Bob Rose, and I said, “Isn’t this 
the place where we had that fundraiser in 
February of ’92, right before the New Hamp- 
shire primaries, when I was dropping like a 
rock in the polls, and everybody said I was 
deader than a doornail? He said, “Yes, this 
is it.” 

So I started telling people around the 
table, I said, you know, I met a guy here 
that night walking through the kitchen. This 
is a true story. I said, I met a guy there that 
night walking through the kitchen. He was 
working here. And he came up to me, and 
he said, “Governor, Governor,” he said, ‘ ‘my 
boy is in school. He’s in the fifth grade. He 
studies this election, and he studies the can- 
didates and the issues, and he says I should 
vote for you.” And he said, “But I want to 
ask you a question first. If 1 do what my boy 
wants and I vote for you, I want you to help 
me.” He said, “You see, I came here as an 
immigrant, and in my home country I was 
very poor, and here I have more money and 
a better job. But in my home country, 1 was 
free.” 

He said, “Here, my boy, he can’t go across 
the street to the park and play unless I go 
with him because he'll be in danger. He can’t 
walk down the street to school by himself 
because he could get hurt.” So he said, “If 
I do what my boy wants and I vote for you, 
will you make my ‘boy free?” 

And as I was telling this story, that man, 
Dimitri Theopoulos, came up to me and em- 
braced me tonight. He doesn’t even work 
here anymore, but he came here tonight to 
work this banquet, and I want to thank him. 
His son is now a student at St. John’ s Univer- 
sity in New York City, and he is doing well. 

Now, what’s the point of all this? When 
Al Gore and I came to Washington, it was 
to help people like Dimitri and his son, peo- 
ple who serve these banquets but can’t afford 
the price of the tickets; people who need the 
minimum wage and access to health care, 
whose kids ought to be able to go to college 
and ought to be able to get a good education 
on the way; people who maybe have been 
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homeless at some point in their lives or stuck 
on welfare and want jobs. And after 7 years 
and a few months, over 21 million of them 
have jobs that didn’t 8 years ago. 

Over 21 million have taken advantage of 
family and medical leave. Over 5 million have 
taken advantage of the HOPE scholarship to 
go on to college. There are 500,000 people 
who couldn’t get handguns because of the 
Brady bill. And gun crime in this country, 
down 35 percent since 1993, the homicide 
rate at a 3l-year low, 2 million kids out of 
poverty; more than 2 million kids with health 
insurance; students borrowing money 
through our new loan program, saving $8 bil- 
lion, to help them go on and go to colle ge— 
real stories of real lives of real people. That’s 
what this is all about. 

I never, ever, for all the wonderful joy and 
love of the Presidency and my love of poli- 
tics—and Lord knows, I have loved it—I al- 
ways thought that it was wrong to seek power 
without purpose; that in the end, it was a 
hollow victory to have it and to exercise it 
to hurt other people with the painful dis- 
appointment in life that they never give you 
what you want. The only thing that really 
matters is knowing that people. who other- 
wise wouldn’t have done as well have a little 
better chance because of your endeavors. 

And what I want you to know tonight, as 
I bring the Vice President up here, is that 
we have worked very hard to turn this coun- 
try around and to get it going in the right 
direction. But the theme song of this election 
year ought to be the first song Tony Bennett 
sang, “The Best Is Yet To Come,” because 
we are now in a position to take on the big 
challenges of this country that would have 
been unthinkable 8 years ago. We can get 
this country out of debt for the first time 
since 1835 and give a generation of Ameri- 
cans a chance at a strong economy. We can 
deal with the challenges of the aging of 
America, the children of America, and all the 
things that—I'll leave it to Al to talk about. 

But we've got a chance to do that. But 
you have to understand that this election is 
every bit as important, if not more important, 
than the ones in "92 and ’96. I want you to 
know a couple of things about Al Gore that 
he wouldn’t say himself. And I’m amazed that 
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so many Americans, even a lot of our sup- 
porters, don’t know. 

First of all, as you might have noticed, 
we've had to make a few tough decisions over 
the last 8 years. He was at the fore of the 
process that produced every difficult decision 
we ever made, every controversial one, every 
one that could have wrecked both our careers 
and kept him from being here tonight as the 
nominee of our party. 

He wanted us to take that tough stand 
against the deficit in 1993 that required him 
to break the tie in the United States Senate. 
He wanted us to become the first administra- 
tion in history to seriously take on in a sys- 
tematic way the problems of gun violence in 
this country and to try to have systematic, 
sensible measures to protect our children 
from its dangers. He wanted to be the first 
administration in history that took on big to- 
bacco to try to give our children their lives 
back. 

te was out there early with me on Kosovo, 
on Bosnia, on Haiti, on all the tough, con- 
troversial foreign policy issues, when all the 
experts in W ashington were saying these 
were little places unworthy of America’s 
great interests, and besides that, there was 
lots of downside and no upside—who cares 
if a lot of innocent people are just dying like 
flies? 

He was there every time, in private, get- 
ting no credit, when a difficult decision had 
to be made. And the Presidency is defined, 
and the country goes forward, based on the 
hard decisions. The easy ones anybody can 
make. 

The second thing I want you to know is 
that he has had more responsibility than any 
person who ever held this job. And he has 
performed in an absolutely stunning manner. 
And I just want to run through—yes, you can 
clap for that. [Applause} 

I want to give you a few examples. He led 
our effort to give America a genuinely com- 
petitive and humane telecommunications 
policy, which meant—what did that mean? 
You look at all the companies in New York 
State alone that did not even exist in 1996 
when we signed the Telecommunicaticns 
Act. Hundreds of thousands of new jobs. Plus 
we got the E-rate to guarantee that our 
schools, our poorest schools and libraries and 
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hospitals would be able to access the Inter- 
net. 

He led our efforts to hook all of our 
schools and classrooms up to the Internet. 
When we started in 1994, under Al’s leader- 
ship, 3 percent of the classrooms in America 
were hooked up to the Internet. Today, 65 
percent are, 11 percent of the schools. Today, 
95 percent of the schools in this country have 
an Internet connection. 

He led our efforts to bring economic op- 
portunity to people and places left behind, 
in the empowerment zones and the enter- 
prise communities. He led our efforts in the 
environment, which—things like our part- 
nership for the next generation of vehicles 
with Detroit, with the automakers and the 
auto companies, the autoworkers and the 
auto companies. Now you'll be able to buy 
cars, decent size cars, actually getting 70-80 
miles a gallon in the next year or 2 

He had a big part of our foreign policy 
when it came to arms control, or de ~aling with 
Russia or South Africa or the Middle East. 
He led our efforts to reinvent the Federal 
Government which meant, as I think all of 
you, even our adversaries would admit, we 
have been slightly more active than previous 
Presidents in the last several years, and we 
did it while shrinking the Government to its 
smallest size in 40 years—all because of Al 
Gore’s leadership. 

But what I want you to know is more im- 
portant than all that. I had lunch with this 
guy once a week, before he got something 
better to do here a few months ago. [Laugh- 
ter] From the day I took office until the onset 
of the Presidential campaign, I probably 
know more about him than anybody but Tip- 
per. I know what he likes and what he can’t 
stand. I know what he loves. I know when 
he’s having a bad day and how he deals with 
it. And, by the way, he knows the same about 
me. 

And all I can tell you is, I feel absolutely 
comfortable putting the future of my daugh- 
ter, and the grandchildren I hope she will 
give us, in his hands. He is the most accom- 
plished and effective Vice President in the 
history of the country. That is not a matter 
of dispute; that’s a statement of fact. He is 
the most well-qualified candidate we have 
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had in my lifetime. I wish I'd had half his 
experience coming into office in 93 that he 
will bring in, in 2001. 

But the most important thing of all is, he 
understands the future, and he knows how 
to take us there. There are big challenges 
out there. We have not done all this work 
to turn this country around, to fritter away 
the chance of a lifetime to deal with the big 
issues—and there are huge differences be- 
tween our parties and our candidates that will 
have dramatic, immediate, practical impact 
on the lives of the American people—not just 
those of us who came here tonight but, keep 
in mind, those of us who served us here to- 
night. 

So for all my gratitude to all of you, for 
all my gratitude to the American people, for 
the chance to serve in a job I love, the most 
important thing is always, for our country, 
what are we going to do today and tomorrow? 
All I have done for 7 years and 3 months 
was to try to get the country I love in the 
position to build the future of our dreams 
for our children. Now it’s up to you to decide 
whether we do that. 

And believe me, for the rest of the lives 
of everybody in this audience, I will be very 
surprised if you ever get a chance to vote 
for anyone for President again who has done 
so much, who is such a fine human being, 
and who so clearly understands the future 
that is unfolding at such a rapid pace. We 
owe it—we owe it to ourselves, to the labors 
of the last 8 years, and more importantly, we 
owe it to our children and the dreams we 
have for them, to make sure that the next 
President of the United States is Al Gore. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:50 
p.m. in the Imperial Ballroom at the New York 
Sheraton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Edward G. Rendell, general chair, and Joseph J. 
Andrew, national chair, Democratic National 
Committee; actor Jon Stewart; singer Tony 
Bennett; and investor Bob Rose. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the Vice President, Tip- 
per Gore, and the First Lady. 
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Remarks on Proposed Hate Crimes 
Legislation 
April 25, 2000 


Thank you very much. Thank you, Amy 
Klobuchar and all the other law enforcement 
officials, civil rights leaders who are here; At- 
torney General Reno, De puty Attorney Gen- 
eral Holder. 

Elian Gonzalez 

Before I begin my remarks about hate 
crimes, I'd like to say just a brief word about 
the reunion of Elian Gonzalez and his father. 
After 5 months, it was long overdue. Now 
that they have been safely reunited, I believe 
it’s time for all of us, including the media 
and those of us in public life, to give this 
family the space it needs to heal its wounds 
and strengthen its bonds; to work to lessen 
the pressure on them as the matter goes for- 
ward in the courts. 

The thing that really matters now is that 
little boy and his life and his family. And | 
think, at least for the next several days, the 
less we all say about it and the more time 
he has to breathe the air of a normal life, 
the better. 

I would like to commend the Attorney 
General and Deputy Attorney General 
Holder, the law enforcement, and the INS. 
They had a very, very difficult job to do, with 
no easy choices. And I am grateful that they 
were able to safely reunite the young boy 
with his father. 

Thank you. 


Hate Crimes Legislation 


We have just had a very, very good meet- 
ing with people who are on the frontlines 
of ‘law enforcement in our communities, peo- 
ple with different responsibilities, very dif- 
ferent backgrounds, different viewpoints, 
who have all come to the same conclusion: 
We need to work together as partners and 
as a national community to fight crimes 
fueled by hate, and we need strong Federal 
hate crimes legislation. 

I want to be clear. Most hate crimes are 
investigated and prosecuted at the State 
level. We support that. In fact, one of the 
reasons that I asked Janet Reno to become 
Attorney General over 7 years ago is that she 
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had been a prosecutor in Miami for a dozen 
years. And I wanted the Federal Government 
to have a unified law enforcement policy with 
State and local authorities all across this 
country in an unprecedented partnership. I 
think we have achieved that. 

But in some of the most brutal, hate-moti- 
vated crimes, Federal officials have been pre- 
vented from teaming up with local law en- 
forcement. That has denied communities the 
resources and the expertise they need. We 
can draw a line against hate by drawing on 
each other's experiences. 

One important way to ensure that hate 
crimes are punished ‘and justice is done is 
to make sure we're all able to do our part. 
And that was the focus of our meeting today. 
Probably, you've heard me say many times 
by now that the great irony of this very mod- 
ern age is that the biggest stumbling block 
we face is perhaps the oldest problem in 
human relations—our fear of those who are 
different from us. It’s not a far leap from 
that kind of fear into distrust and then to 
dehumanization and then to violence. 

We have seen that in case after case across 
this land: a man dragged to death in Texas 
because he was black; a young man stretched 
across a fence in Wyoming because he was 
gay; children shot in Los Angeles because of 
their faiths; a young Korean-American shot 
coming out of church by a man who said he 
belonged to a church that didn’t believe in 
God, but did believe in white supremacy. 

In 1998, the last year for which we have 
statistics, over 7,700 hate crimes incidents 
were reported in our Nation, almost one an 
hour. And it is suspected by the experts that 
many more go unreported. These are not like 
other crimes, because these crimes target 
people simply because of who they are. And 
because they do, they strike at the heart of 
who we are as a Nation. 

Whenever one of these crimes is com- 
mitted, it creates a tension and fear that rips 
at the fabric of community life. This is not 
a partisan statement, but a simple statement 
of fact. This is about people who go to work, 
obey the law, are good citizens, and good 
neighbors, who ought to be able to live their 
lives in dignity and without fear of abuse or 
attack, but cannot. That’s why we have 
worked hard to combat such crimes. 
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Two and a half years ago I convened the 
first-ever White House Conference on Hate 
Crimes. Since then we have increased sub- 
stantially the number of FBI agents working 
on them. We have successfully prosecuted 
a number of serious cases, formed local hate 
crime working groups in the U.S. attorneys’ 
offices around our Nation, worked to he ‘Ip 
police officers identify the signs of a hate 
crime. My budget for the coming year in- 
cludes funding for hate crime training for law 
enforcement. 

But we must do more. You have already 
heard today, Federal laws punish some 
crimes committed against people on the basis 
of race or religion or national origin. But they 
are hamstrung by needless jurisdictional re- 
quirements for existing crimes. Right now 
Federal prosecutors cannot prosecute even 
the most heinous crimes unless the victim 
was voting, serving on a jury, or doing some 
other Federa lly protecte od activity. That de- 
fies common sense. 

Today I heard about a case involving three 
skinheads in Lubbock, Texas, who declared 
a race war in their community, murdered one 
African-American as he was walking down 
the street and injured two others. | cal pros- 
ecutors and the U.S. Attorney’s Office de- 
cided together that the case should be tried 
in Federal court. The skinheads were con- 
victed and are behind bars with no chance 
of parole. But if the victim had been inside 
a friend’s house instead of on a public street, 
that would not have been a hate crime under 
today’s Federal law. That doesn’t make 
sense. It shouldn’t matter where the murder 
was committed; it was still a hate crime. And 
the resources of the Federal Government 
were needed. 

We also must give Federal prosecutors the 
ability to prosecute hate crimes committed 
because of sexual orientation, gender, or dis- 
ability. These account for a growing number 
of such crimes. As the community leaders 
have told us today, this is not about taking 
anything away from States and communities. 
[t's about making sure all our hometowns 
have the tools they need to fight hate. 

So today I want to announce some new 
ways to do just that. First, the American Pros- 
ecutors Research Institute, the research arm 
of the National District Attorneys Associa- 
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tion, is releasing today a resource guide, the 
first of its kind, to help prosecutors’ offices 
handle hate crimes investigations and pros- 
ecutions. This report was funded by the Jus- 
tice Department. It highlights model prac- 
tices around our country, giving guidance on 
everything from screening cases and inves- 
tigation to trial preparation to help in pre- 
venting the crimes in the first place. 

Second, I’m announcing the release of a 
new guide that highlights promising practices 
by communities to confront and reduce hate 
crimes. It spotlights five national models, 
from California to Maine, for training crimi- 
nal justice professionals, treating the emo- 
tional and practical needs of hate crime vic- 
tims, and taking creative steps to root out 
hate from public schools. 

Third, and most important, I am renewing 
my call on Congress to pass a meaningful 
hate crimes bill. Last year Congress stripped 
out important hate crimes protections from 
a bill that had already passed the Senate. | 
vetoed the bill in part because it did not con- 
tain the strong hate crimes provisions we’re 
fighting for. 

This year America needs action. No one 
should be victimized because of how they 
look, how they worship, or who they are. The 
one thing I regret today is that all of you, 
and through our friends in the media who 
are here, the American people, could not 
have heard the personal testimony of the two 
law enforcement officialsk—who came all the 
way from Wyoming to be with us—about 
how the searing experience of Matthew 
Shepard’s murder and their responsibility to 
investigate it; to get to know his friends, gay 
and straight alike, and his family; to under- 
stand the circumstances of the inhumanity 
which took his life—how all of that changed 
their lives. That is really what this is about. 
We need to provide a law that works. And 
we need to get beyond the law so that we 
all work together. It is profoundly important. 

Let me say, in a larger sense, this is part 
of our efforts to make our country a less vio- 
lent place. I am grateful that crime is at a 

25-year low, that homicides are at a 30-year 
low, that gun crimes have dropped 35 per- 
cent in the last 7 years. But as we saw just 
yesterday at the devastating act of violence 
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at the National Zoo here in our Nation’s Cap- 
ital, where seven young people were shot and 
wounded in a senseless act, our country still 
has too much violence and too much crime. 
I'd like to express my concern and support 
to the Mayor and the entire community and, 
to the victims and their families. 
But whether it’s a random 
dren or 


obviously, 
act against chil- 
a crime driven by hate, it should be 
obvious to all of us that we can do more, 
and we must do more. 

Seven years ago and 3 months now, when 
President, I think there were a lot 
of people who really wondered whether the 


crime rate 


I became 


could be brought down in our 


country; whether we could become less vio- 
lent. In such an atmosphere, maybe reserva- 
tions about taking even sensible steps could 
be justified. But today we don’t have any ex- 
cuses. We know we can make America a safe r 
place 

But while 


year low, 


the crime rate may be at a 25- 
and gun crimes may be down 35 
percent, and the homicide rate may be down 
to a 30-year low, there’s not a single soul in 
this room or in this entire country who be- 
lieves that our children are as safe as they 
ought to be, that people are safe from hate 
crimes, no matter what their race, their reli- 
gion, their condition, or their sexual orienta- 
tion, that we have done all we can to make 
this the country it ought to be. 

So if you believe that everyone counts and 
that everyone should have a chance to live 
his or her life, and if you believe we all do 
better when we work together, then you've 
got to help us pass this legislation. It’s very 
important, and we don’t have a single excuse 
not to do it. 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Amy Klobuchar, Hennepin County 
attorney, Minnesota; and Mayor Anthony A. 
Williams of the District of Columbia 
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Statement on Signing Legislation To 
Encourage Free and Fair Elections 
in Peru 

April 25, 2000 


Today I have signed into law S.J.Res. 43, 
expressing the sense of the Congress on the 
importance of free, fair, and democratic elec- 
tions in Peru. Transparent elections are the 
foundation of a democratic society. 

The people of Peru will go to the polls 
in the near future for a second and final 
round to choose their president. I urge that 
the concerns about the electoral process un- 
derscored by the Organization of American 
States mission to Peru, and by the U.S. Con- 
gress in this resolution, be fully addressed 
in preparations for the second round. The 
democratic countries of this hemisphere are 
united in our hope that the election be con- 
ducted in a transparent, peaceful, and states- 
manlike manner. Democracy is strengthened 
when all Peruvians have the opportunity to 
debate and determine the future of Peru. 

The people of the United States look for- 
ward to continuing the excellent relationship 
we have enjoyed with the Peruvian people 
and their democratically elected leaders and 
to strengthening the bonds that unite our 
countries. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 25, 2000. 


NoTE: S.J. Res. 43, approved April 25, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-186. 


Message to the Senate Returning 
Without Approval the “Nuclear 
Waste Policy Amendments Act of 
2000” 


April 25, 2000 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval S. 1287, the “Nuclear Waste Policy 
Amendments Act of 2000.” 
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The overriding goal of the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s high-level radioactive waste man- 
agement policy is the establishment of a per- 
manent, geologic repository. This policy not 
only addresses commercial spent nuclear fuel 
but also advances our non-proliferation 
efforts by providing an option for disposal 
of surplus plutonium from nuclear weapons 
stockpiles and an alternative to reprocessing. 
It supports our national defense by allowing 
continuing operation of our nuclear navy, and 
it is esse ntial for the cleanup of the Depart- 
ment of Energy's nuclear weapons complex. 

Since 1993, my Administration has been 
conducting a rigorous world-class scientific 
and technical program to evaluate the suit- 
ability of the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site 
for use as a repository. The work being done 
at Yucca Mountain represents a significant 
scientific and technical undertaking, and 
public confidence in this first-of-a-kind effort 
is essential. 

Unfortunately, the bill passed by the Con- 
gress will do nothing to advance the scientific 
program at Yucca Mountain or re pub- 
lic confidence in the decision of whether or 
not to recommend the site for a repository 
in 2001. Instead, this bill could be a step 
backward in both respects. The bill would 
limit the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) authority to issue radiation standards 
that protect human health and the environ- 


ment and would prohibit the issuance of 


EPA’s final standards until June 2001. EPA’s 
current intent is to issue final radiation stand- 
ards this summer so that they will be in place 


well in advance of the Department of 


Energy’s recommendation in 2001 on the 
suitability of the Yucca Mountain site. 

There is no scientific reason to delay 
issuance of these final radiation standards be- 
yond the last year of this Administration; in 
fact, waiting until next year to issue these 
standards could have the unintended effect 
of delaying a recommendation on whether 
or not to go forward with Yucca Mountain. 
The process for further review of the EPA 
standards laid out in the bill passed by the 
Congress would simply create duplicative 
and unnecessary layers of bureaucracy by re- 
quiring additional review by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and the National 
Academy of Sciences, even though both have 


already provided detailed comments to the 
EPA. This burdensome process would add 
time, but would do nothing to advance the 
state of scientific knowledge about the Yucca 
Mountain site. 

Finally, the bill passed by the Congress 
does little to minimize the potential for con- 
tinued claims against the Federal Govern- 
ment for damages as a result of the delay 
in accepting spent fuel from utilities. In par- 
ticular, the bill does not include authority to 
take title to spent fuel at reactor sites, which 
my Administration believes would have of- 
fered a practical near-term solution to ad- 
dress the contractual obligation to utilities 
and minimize the potential for lengthy and 
costly proceedings against the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Instead, the bill would impose sub- 
stantial new requirements on the Depart- 
ment of Energy without establishing suffi- 
cient funding mechanisms to meet those ob- 
ligations. In effect, these requirements would 
create new unfunded liabilities for the De- 
partment. 

My Administration remains committed to 
resolving the complex and important issue of 
nuclear waste disposal in a timely and sen- 
sible manner consistent with sound science 
and protection of public health, safety, and 
the environment. We have made consider- 
able progress in the scientific evaluation of 
the Yucca Mountain site and the Department 
of Energy is close to completing the work 
needed for a decision. It is critical that we 
develop the capability to permanently dis- 
pose of spent nuclear fuel and high-level ra- 
dioactive waste, and I believe we are on a 
path to do that. Unfortunately, the bill passed 
by the Congress does not advance these basic 
goals 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
April 25, 2000. 


Remarks Prior to Departure for 
Whiteville, North Carolina 
April 26, 2000 


Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage 
The President Thank you very much. 

Thank you. I am on my way to North Caro- 

lina for another leg of our new markets tour 
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to close the digital divide. But before I leave 
I want to si aya few words about an important 
study that Senator Daschle, Congressman 
Gephardt, and I have just been briefed on 
regarding the growing cost of prescription 
drugs and the burden these costs are placing 
on seniors and on disabled Americans 

The study is from Families USA. It is a 
careful and compelling piece of work. And 
I thank Families USA President Ron Pollack 
for providing it and for being here with us 
today. 

For over a year now I have been arguing 
that we as a nation ought to use this historic 
moment of strength and prosperity to meet 
our long-term challenges, especially the chal- 
lenge of helping all our seniors afford pre- 
scription drugs that can lengthen and enrich 
their lives. More than three in five American 
seniors today lack affordable and dependable 
prescription drug coverage. Today's report 
shows that the burden on these seniors is get- 
ting worse. 

According to the report, the price of the 
presc ription drugs most often used by seniors 
has risen at double the rate of inflation for 
6 years now, including this past year. The 
burden of these rapidly rising prices falls 
hardest on seniors who lack drug coverage 
because they don’t receive the benefits of 
price discounts that most insurers negotiate. 
Indeed, the gap between drug prices for peo- 
ple with insurance versus those without in- 
surance nearly doubled from 8 to 15 percent 
between 1996 and 1999. Seniors living on 
fixed incomes simply can’t cope with these 
kinds of price increases forever. That’s why 
we should take action to help them, and do 
it now. 


In my budget, I propose a comprehensive 
plan to provide a prescription drug benefit 
that is optional, affordable, and accessible for 
all, a plan based on price competition, not 
price controls; a plan that will boost seniors’ 
bargaining power to get the best prices pos- 
sible; a plan that is part of an overall effort 
to strengthen and modernize Medicare so we 
will never have to ask our children to shoul- 
der our burden when the baby boom genera- 
tion retires. 

I’m gratified to see growing bipartisan sup- 
port for adding a prescription drug benefit 
to Medicare. But earlier this month leaders 
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in the House put forth the outlines of a plan 
that has as a stated goal: providing access to 
affordable coverage for all seniors. It’s good 
if we agree on the goal. Unfortunately, the 
plan they propose won't achieve the goal. In- 
stead it would subsidize insurance companies 
to offer prescription-drug-only policies for 
middle income seniors, for policies the insur- 
ance industry itself has already said it will 
not offer. And because the plan would pro- 
vide direct premium support only to low in- 
come and disabled Americans, it 
would do nothing for those seniors with mod- 
est middle class incomes between $15,000 
and $50,000. Nearly half of all the Medicare 
beneficiaries who lack prescription drug cov- 
erage fall into this category. For them, rising 
drug prices are eating away at financial inde- 
pendence. 

For example, according to this new report, 
a widow taking medication for diabetes, hy- 
pertension, and high cholesterol, who lives 
on $16,700 a year, must spe ond about $2,000 
a year, or 14 percent of income, on these 
drugs. That’s not unusual. And for a nation 
that cares about seniors, it’s not acceptable. 
A person like that should be covered in our 
initiative. 

The majority's plan also is a phantom as 
long as the leadership insists on moving for- 
ward with a budget resolution that would 
spend every dime of the surplus, and then 
some, over the next 10 years on tax cuts. If 
the responsible and unrealized, realistic 
spending cuts this budget calls for don’t ma- 
terialize, the tax cut will make it impossible 
to pay down the debt. It would leave nothing 
left for a prescription drug benefit. Any pre- 
scription drug plan that is not ade “quate ly fi- 
nanced is not available, in fact, is not afford- 
able to all, and therefore, is not a real plan 
at all. 

The balanced budget I have proposed 
would provide a voluntary benefit for all sen- 
iors, with plenty left over to pay down the 
debt, lengthen the life of Social Se curity and 
Medicare, and increase investments in edu- 
cation, as well as finance a responsible tax 
cut. It provides a prescription drug benefit 
that all seniors can afford in a way America 
can afford. 

I'm encouraged by the progress we've 
made on this issue. Now both parties have 


seniors 
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come to support the idea of adding voluntary 
prescription drug benefits to Me sdicare. Both 
parties tiave agreed to the principle that the 
benefits should be available and affordable 
to all Americans. There’s no reason we can’t 
come to an agreement on the details of how 
to provide it. Fundamentally, again, as with 
so many of the things we deal with here in 
W ashington, this should not be a Re publican 
or a Democratic partisan issue. It should be 
an American issue. 

[ want to thank Senator Daschle and Rep- 
resentative Gephardt for their support and 
their leadership on this issue, and I'd like 
to ask them now to say a few words, begin- 
ning with our leader in the House, Mr. 
Gephardt. 


[At this point, Representative Richard A. 
Gephardt and Senator Thomas A. Daschle 
made brief remarks. | 


The President. Thank you verv much. Be- 


fore I close I would just like to ask all of 


you to join me in expressing our appreciation 
to Ron Pollack and Families USA. They've 
been there on these issues year in and year 
out. I don’t think they get as much acknowl- 
edgement as they deserve. But this is further 
evidence that the proposal we have is right 
for America from a source that everybody 
can trust. 
Thank you, Ron. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The tran- 
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Representative 
Gephardt and Senator Daschle. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Whiteville 


April 26, 2000 


Thank you very much. Well, I leaned over 
to Mayor Jones, and I said, “Is it really true 
that no previous President has ever been to 
Whiteville or Columbus County?” And she 
said, “It’s true.” And I said, “They don’t know 
what they were missing.” I’m glad to be here 
today. 

I want to thank Craig Turner for the pres- 
entation he made. I want to thank the mayor 
for welcoming me here; your fine Congress- 





925 


man, Mike McIntyre. And I want to thank 
the other Members of Congress who are 
here: Bob Etheridge, Robin Hayes, and espe- 
cially, Representative Eva Clayton, who is 
the cochair of the congressional rural caucus. 
I welcome all them. 

I want to say an appreciation for all the 
business leaders who came here, and Sec- 
retary Rodney Slater and our FCC Commis- 
sioner, Bill Kennard, and our Under Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, Jill Long-Thompson, 
and many others who are here. I'd also like 
to acknowledge that I have a business liaison, 
Jay Dunn, who’s from Wilkes County, North 

Carolina. I’m glad he’s here. 

But I want to say a special word on behalf 
of three people. First, 1 don’t think anybody 
has ever put this together, but I’m not sure 
that I would be President if it weren’t for 
North Carolina, even though I never won 
your electoral votes, for two reasons. One is, 
21 years ago, my then-colleague as a Gov- 
ernor, Jim Hunt, gave me the first position 
of national leadership I ever had in the 
Democratic Governors’ Association. And if 
it hadn’t been for that, | might never have 
gotten started. And secondly, if it hadn’t been 
for Erskine Bowles, I probably would not 
have succeeded as President. So I am very 
grateful to Jim Hunt, who is, I agree, the 
finest Governor in the United States of 
America today. 

And to my friend Erskine Bowles, who 
could be doing a lot of other things today, 
who has a touch of gold—everything he 
touches turns to gold. He could be out mak- 
ing money, but instead he’d rather be here 
with you in Whiteville making a better future 
for the children of this county and a better 
economy for you. 

I want to say in plain language why I am 
here and why i hope all across America peo- 
ple will see you on television tonight and read 
about you tomorrow and think about this. | 
have been honored to be your President for 
over 7 years. I still marvel at the fact that 
I was born in a little town of 6,000 in Arkan- 
sas, and my mother’s people came from a 
little community of 150, 8 miles from there. 
Our kinfolks are still there. 

I keep on my desk in the White House 
a series of pictures that have my family’s his- 
tory, starting with a picture of my grandfather 
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in Bodcaw, Arkansas, population 150 in 1906. 
And there are still about 150 people there. 

{ think I understand your life. I was 
amazed, though, I must say, to hear one of 
your businessman tell me today that he was 
selling fertilizer to farmers in Arkansas. Now, 
when I was Governor, one thing we had plen- 
ty of was fertilizer, and some poop thought 
I supplied a lot of it. [Laughter] 

But I’ve loved be sing Pre sident, and I’ve 
loved working on the economy. And I’m 
proud of the fact that we’ve got the longest 
economic expansion in history and 21 million 
new jobs and the lowest unemployment in 
30 years and the lowest minority unemploy- 
ment rate ever recorded. I’m proud of that. 

But it bothers me that in the face of the 
longest, strongest, creative economic growth 
in our history, there are people and places 
who have been left behind. And mostly they 
are places that are physically isolated. 
Whether they are small rural towns like 
Whiteville, remote Indian reservations like 
the ones I have visited in New Mexico and 
South Dakota, or remote inner-city neigh- 
borhoods, where people with money and in- 
vestment don’t go very much, there are peo- 
ple who are physically isolated. 

And I have started in the last 2 years of 
my Presidency this whole effort to convince 
the rest of America that you're a very good 
deal, and we ought to invest in you and your 
future. 

If you follow this on the news at night, 
you know that there’s a big debate about how 
much longer this economic expansion can go 
on. And about every week or so, somebody 
says, “Oh, it can’t go on any longer, because 
there’s got to be inflation, and then we'll have 
high interest rates and the thing will shut 
down.” 

And so I spent a lot of time thinking about 
how to keep it going, because I kind of like 
that. I like seeing you do well. And I'd like 
to see my Vice President get his fair share 
of credit this year in November. So I think 
about it. 

But what I want you to understand is this. 
The rest of America has a big stake in your 
success. Why? Because if the unemployment 
rate here were 3 percent and everybody that 
wanted a job had one, and you all had better 
jobs with growing businesses, what is that? 
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That’s growth for the rest of America without 
inflation—more workers, more business 
owners, and more consumers—everybody in 
America. And all those places with 2 percent 
unemployment, they ought to be pulling for 
you because you're their meal ticket to the 
future, to keep this economic growth going. 

So what I tried to do is to say to people 
with money, “Look, I want you to have the 
same incentives to invest in rural North 
Carolina, rural Arkansas, the inner cities, the 
Native American reservations—I want you to 
have the same incentives to invest in poor 
areas in America we give you today to invest 
in poor areas of Latin America or Asia or 
Africa. Look to America and the new markets 
here.” That's the first part of this. 

The second part is this—and that’s what 
we're here about today. You hear all about 
this digital divide; some of you have a com- 
puter, and some don’t—and even if you do, 
maybe you use the Internet with your tele- 
phone line, and maybe you don’t. But what 
[ want you to understand is that the Internet 
is the fastest growing means of communica- 
tion in all human history. 

When I became President—listen to 
this—when I became President 7 years and 
3 months ago, there were 50—5-0—50 sites 
on the World Wide Web. Today, there are 
50 million—in 7 years. And one of these 
places is this fertilizer business in rural North 
Carolina where two Arkansas farmers, at 
least, found their way on the Internet and 
they said, “This guy will sell me fertilizer 
cheaper than the guy down the street will. 
I think I'll order it.” This is unheard of. 

Let me tell you, I have seen things you 
would not believe. I’ve been in little villages 
in Africa where people have no maps and 
no schoolbooks, where they can get all the 
most modern information. I’ve been in little 
villages in India, where the income every 
year is $450 a year, where women with new- 
born babies can get the most modern infor- 
mation about how to care for their children 
because of the Internet. 

And what we're here to tell you is, number 
one, we believe in rural North Carolina and 
in rural America, Internet access ought to 
be just as likely as telephone access. And 
number two, you ought to be able to use it 
in the fastest possible way. And number 
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three, if you can, it'll mean more jobs, more 
businesses 
tunity. 

Why is that? We’re standing here in front 
of the railroad station. You know what the 
railroad brought to the rural South? You 
know what the highways brought to the rural 
South? You know what electricity brought to 
the rural South? What did they do? They 
helped to make it possible for people to live 
out here in the country and move back and 
forth and make a living. 

But we never quite caught up in rural 
America, did we? Why ? Because no matter 
how you cut it, no matter how many roads 
we had or how many powerlines we had or 
how many trains ran through our town, we 
were still a long way away from everybody 
else, and it took time to get from here to 
there—wherever “there” Isn’t that 
right? 

‘So most people who kept on living in rural 
America did it because it’s a great place to 
live. It’s a nice way to live. President Johnson 
left Washington, DC, and went home to this 
little town in Texas, where he was from, and 
they said, “How can you bear to live in this 
little _ —_ town after living in Wash- 
ington, , for 25 years?” And he looked 
at W: «Nea ‘ ronkite, and he said—I’ll = 
forget this for as long as I live—he said, “ 
can bear to live here because, here, aca 
know when you're sick, and they care when 
you die.” 

Now, so we live here. But with all these 
improvements, you never quite caught up. 
Now here’s what I believe, and why I’m 
spending the last year of my term in the 
White House trying to build support among 
Republicans and Democrats for giving these 
extra incentives to invest in these areas and 
making sure we close the digital divide and 
every one of your classrooms and every one 
of your businesses has access to really high- 
speed service on the Internet. Because what 
re the Internet do that the railroads didn’t 
do, that the highways didn’t do, that a rural 
airport didn’t do, that electricity didn’t do? 
What does the Internet do? It collapses time 
and distance. 

We have never been able to do that. That’s 
what I want you to think about. You've never 
been on a computer in your life—I want you 


, higher incomes, and more oppor- 


was. 





to think about that when you leave here. Ii 
collapses time and distance. Therefore, for 
the first time in my lifetime, we have a 
chance to move more people out of poverty 
and unemployment and lack of access to 
businesses more quickly in rural America, 
isolated inner cities, and Native American 
reservations than at any time in the history 
of this country. 

And when people see you on television to- 
night, I want them to think about this town 
abolishing time and distance because of what 
Jim Hunt, the telephone companies, and oth- 
ers have done to provide broad-based Inter- 
net service to you through this broadband. 
That’s what I want them to think about. 

[ want to thank Bell South and Sprint and 
GTE and the telephone co-ops for working 
with Governor Hunt to do this. I want to 
thank Qualcomm and the other companies 
that came here today, that show us other 
ways to get you really good Internet service. 
But if you never thought about this in your 
life, I want you to think about it. I don’t care 
if you don’t have a college degree. I don’t 
care if you never finished high school. You 
need to figure out how these computers 
work. You need to figure out how to get on 
the Internet. You need to figure out how it 
will help you, and if you don’t have people 
here who can help you, you need to figure 
out how to get somebody to come into this 
community and run the education programs 
to teach you how to do this, because this is 
the future of America. 

Now, it’s true, it’s more expensive in rural 
areas than in the cities now, and it’s not hard 
to figure out why. They've got more cus- 
tomers and less space, so it’s cheaper. So, 
Governor Hunt's got a plan to overcome that, 
and we are trying to help. We are making 
available, through our rural utility service, 
loans that will allow rural areas to offer high- 
speed Internet to help cut the cost. We've 
got businesses involved that are helping us 
do all kinds of things. 

Qualcomm, one of the companies that is 
represented by its chairman here today, is 
going to spend a million dollars to provide 
wireless high-speed services to eight under- 
served rural communities, including those 
here in North Carolina, including this coun- 
try. And that’s going to make it easier to get. 
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MCI WorldCom, $2 million to increase wire- 
less Internet access in three rural commu- 
nities in the South; AT&T, over a million dol- 
lars to develop information and technology 
management training at North Carolina 
State, North Carolina A&T, and other uni- 
versities; Red Hat Software, in Durham, 
North Carolina, providing free training and 
certification to use the software to employees 
of a hundred different rural small busi- 
nesses—every small business in this town 
ought to take advantage of that and get on 
the Internet and find your customers wher- 
ever they are. This is a good beginning. 

But you just remember this. You’ve got to 
be for this folks. You’ve got to believe in this. 
Now, I’m not running for anything; I’m not 
giving you a campaign speech. [Laughter] 
I’m telling you, I have now spent more than 
20 years trying to bring jobs and opportunity 
and hope to places like this community. I 
believe I’ve learned something about it. I 
have pleaded and begged with people to in- 
vest in places like this community. I have 
given tax breaks to people to do it. I have 
built roads, and I have made roads bigger. 
I have built airports, and I’ve made them big- 
ger. I’ve done everything known to man to 
try to get more jobs into the rural parts of 
my State and in America, since I’ve been 
here. 

I can only think of two more things we 
can do: give people the same incentives to 
invest in you we give them to invest in poor 
areas overseas; and make sure the Internet 
is universally available at affordable prices. 
But you remember what I’m telling you. In 
the whole 20th century, we never caught up. 
You can’t stop change. We're always going 
to be losing jobs and getting jobs. We all try 
to save every one we Can. But the economy 
changes, and it’s going to change faster. 

But we can catch up if, for the first time 
in our history, we can collapse time and dis- 
tance, so that your children have access to 
every bit of information any children in the 
richest places in the world have; so that your 
businesses have access to every potential cus- 
tomer and supplier any place in the world; 
so that you have access to anything you'd ever 
need to know and learn as soon and as well 
as anyone else does. 
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That’s what this Internet is. That’s why it 
has gone from 50 to 50 million webpages in 
just 7 years. And it can be this community's 
ticket to tomorrow. Every child here is just 
as smart, just as worthy, just as able as every 
child in the richest community in the United 
States or any place else in the world. They 
deserve that. 

So a long time from today, I want you to 
remember more than that the President fi- 
nally came to your hometown. [Laughter] | 
want you to remember why we came here— 
because of your Governor and Erskine 
Bowles and these other leaders, we have a 
chance to collapse time and distance and to 
give you your chance to live your dreams. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the 
Whiteville train depot. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Ann W. Jones of Whiteville; W. Craig 
Turner, corporate secretary, board of directors, 
Remote Data Systems; Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr., 
of North Carolina; former White House Chief of 
Staff Erskine B. Bowles; Irwin Jacobs, chairman 
and chief executive officer, Qualcomm, Inc.; and 
White House Associate Director for Business Out- 
reach Jackson Dunn. 


Remarks at a Memorial Service for 
Daisy Bates in Little Rock, Arkansas 
April 27, 2000 


Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary, for 
those wonderful words and for doing a won- 
derful job in Washington. Governor, Mayor, 
Senator Lincoln, Representatives Snyder and 
Berry and Hutchinson, Lieutenant Governor 
Rockefeller, and Attorney General Pryor and 
Senator Pryor, we're glad to see you here 
today. Thank you. 

To Larry Ross and all of the committee 
and Carlotta, thank you for your words. And 
Emie, Minnijean, Jeff, and Elizabeth, thank 
you for being here. I thank all the people 
who nlc our magnificent music, and I 
thank Janis and Diane and my longtime 
friend John Walker for what they had to say 
about Daisy. And I want to thank the Gaston 
and Bates families for inviting me here today. 
I've had a good time. [Laughter] And I’m 
glad I came. And I think Daisy's getting a 
good kick out of us making such a fuss about 
her today. [Laughter] 
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On the day of Daisy’s funeral, I would like 
to have been here, but I was in Washington 
because that was the day long assigned to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal to her 
Little Rock Nine. I remember the last time 
I saw her was here, in 1997, on the day we 
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the inte- 
gration of Little Rock Central High. And 
though her body was weaker and her voice 
was gone, she was still plainly happy to be 
there as the Governor and the mayor and 
I held open the doors for the students who 
were once kept out by the law, to walk in 
to the cheers of their fellow citizens—thanks 
to her. 

I think that my old friend Reverend Young 
said about all that needed to be said about— 
(laughter|—about nearly everything. | am 
still in one piece, although it’s a slightly 
grayer—|laughter|—jagged, more beaten up 
piece. But Reverend Young, I just figured 
if all of you were doing better, I could sure 
get by. And I’m glad to be here with you. 

I was trying to think—y ou know, one thing 
I'd like to say to you is that there is always 
a danger when somebody does something 
that is really great that defines his or her life, 
that somehow you miss everything else. You 
know, we could put flowers at the shrine of 
what Daisy Bates did, at Little Rock Central 
High School, and for those nine young peo- 
ple, from now until the end of this country, 
and we never could do enough to say thank 
you. 

But what I'd like to say to you at the end 
of this very moving and long and inspiring 
program is that I really liked Daisy Bates. 
I liked her for who she was. I liked her be- 
cause she was a brave woman who fought 
the civil rights battle. But I liked her also 
because she was a brave woman who kept 
her spirits up and found joy in life as her 
body began to fail, who learned to speak 
through her eyes when her voice would no 
longer make a ‘sound, and who never lost the 
ability to laugh. 

I never will forget when I was wheeling 
Daisy through the Civil Rights Memorial at 
Memphis, when they put up the section on 
Little Rock Central High School, and they 
had the wonderful statue to her on one side 
and a pretty good likeness of Governor 
Faubus on the other side. [Laughter] So I 
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wheeled Daisy in, you know, and then she 
was looking at herself, and I said, “You look 
pretty good, Daisy.” She said, “Yeah.” And 
I said, “Old Orval looks pretty good, too, 
doesn’t he?” And she said, “Yeah, he does.” 
[Laughter] She was laughing about it. 

She always—she had a dignity that comes 
from having lived a life well and a peace of 
mind that comes from faith and strength that 
allows you to let go of those things that time 
is going to take away sooner or later from 
all of us, anyway. But not very many people 
can do that. A lot of veople would have been 
feeling sorry for themselves, saying, “Well, 
after I did all this stuff in my life, why doesn’t 
my body work anymore?” 

I liked Daisy Bates not only because of 
what she did at Little Rock but because of 
the way she lived right to the end. And when 
she lost things that are painful for any person 
to lose, somehow what was left became more 
pure, more strong, almost like a diamond that 
was chipped away and formed and shines 
more brightly. And I am grateful for that. 

You know, I’m also grateful for the fact 
that she overcame the adversities of her 
childhood. I was glad John Walker said what 
he did. This was an orphan child who found 
her way to a great truth. She was, in addition 
to what the film said about her, the only 
woman pilot in the Arkansas Civil Air Patrol 
in World War II and the only woman who 
spoke on that magnificent day at The Mall 
in August of 1963 when Martin Luther King 
gave his “I Have A Dream” speech. 

She endured emotional and physical at- 
tacks, ostracism, violence, and harassment. 
Her newspaper was boycotted by local busi- 
nesses who closed the door of it for three 
decades, because they wanted neither her 
nor it to speak the truth to their deaf ears. 
In spite of it all, maybe because of it all, 
Daisy Bates continued to fight the good fight. 

There’s something else I think is worth 
saying. When you come to the end of a per- 
son’s life and an end of an era, and you look 
at all these little children here and you look 
at this beautiful choir back behind us, there 
is a certain tendency to believe that, oh, this 
is a great country with a great history, and 
somehow this was all inevitable it was going 
to turn out this way. That is not true. That 
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is not true. And I want the young people to 
know that it is not true 

Daisy Bates did not know she was going 
to win. But she fought anyway. That’s where 
the real courage is. If you know you're going 
to win in the end, it doesn’t take a lot of 
courage to fight. And the pain of the wounds 
is not so great if you know you're going to 
win anyway. ' 

Listen to this. She said recently, “When 
we took on segregation in the Little Rock 
don’t think we had any big idea 
we were going to win it, but they were going 
to know they had a fight.” [Laughter] In the 
words of knew and admired, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, she believed, and I quote, 
that, “No one can make you feel inferior 
without your consent.” [Laughter] Well, she 
never gave her consent, and she never gave 
she began to break 
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her consent later when 
physically. 

During the whole i was honored to 
I was inspired by 
her confidence and spurred by her con- 
science. I love what she said about our State, 
she loved Arkansas, warts and all. 
Listen to this. She said, “Arkansas is the 
home of my birth, my growth, my identity 
as a woman in this world. It has claimed me 
from birth, and I have claimed it for life.” 

Daisy is now in a place where earthly re- 
wards don’t mean all that much and ce -rtainly 
aren't needed. But we who are still here, we 
need our earthly reminders of the values she 
lived and fought for, the work she did, and 
the work still to be done. So today, in honor 
of Daisy Bates, I want to make two an- 
nouncements 

First, I have asked that her home at 1207 
West 28th be approved as a national historic 
landmark as soon as possible. [Applause] 
Thank oy Second, on behalf of Hillary and 
myself, I am glad to designate Little Rock 
Central Se School an official project of the 
White House Millennium Council’s Save 
America’s Treasures program to make it eli- 
gible for funds that we’re putting out across 
this country to help to renovate, restore, and 
enshrine the great places in our history. [Ap- 
plause] Thank you. 

I close with this. Little Rock Central High 
School embodies for me, in these lives of the 
children behind me and the rich history it 
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has, the motto that Hillary and I had for cele- 
brating this year 2000, that we would honor 
the past and imagine the future. So that’s 
the last thing I want to leave with you. 

I don’t know if I can remember the Gov- 
ernor’s exact words—you know he’s a better 
preacher than I am. [Laughter] But I thought 
it was great when he—I can’t remember— 
he said, “There’s some people that because 
of face or place, race or grace, think they're 
better than other people.” That was really 
good; I wish I'd thought of that. [Laughter] 
Wasn't that good? [Applause] That was really 
good. 

But I will just leave you with this. If you 
really want to honor Daisy Bates, and you 
want to remember the fire in her eyes, even 
as she had to sit down instead of stand up, 
you need to think about the future. Even in 
this most modern of worlds, where we’re 
imagining how wonderful it will be when 
every one of our kids is connected to the 
Internet, and when we’re about to unlock the 
mysteries of the humane genome, and in a 
few years we'll know what's in those black 
holes in outer space, the biggest problem we 
got in this whole world today is the oldest 
problem of humankind, which we learned 
about in our own way in Little Rock: People 
are still scared of people who are different 
from them. 

And when they are—and everybody's 
scared of something. [Laughter] And some 
people think that, it’s scary, just getting up 
every day, and everybody's scared of some- 
thing, so a lot of people have always thought, 
throughout all of human history, that the only 
way they can deal with their fears is to find 
somebody different from them they can look 
down on and think, “At least I am not that.” 
And there’s not a person in this room hadn't 
done that. Not a one. “I may be bad; at least 
I'm not a hypocrite.” [Laughter] “I may be 
a thief; at least, I’m not cheap.” [Laughter] 
“I may be this; at least, I’m not that.” 

But the biggest demon is in race and reli- 
gion. All over the world today, it is still eating 
— alive. So we want to celebrate the 
modern world and all the wonders it’s bring- 
ing, and we’re being dragged down because 
we still can’t let go of what every one of us 
in the room at least should have learned bet- 
ter than to do at Little Rock. 
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So I ask you to think about that. If God 
came down to me today and said, “I’m sorry, 
you've survived a lot, but I’m not going to 
let you finish your term. You’re headed out 
of here tod: Ay, and I'll give you one wish. I’m 
not a genie; you can't have three—one.” 
[Laughter] 1 would not wish for continued 
prosperity. I would not wish for some new 
weapon system to protect us forever. I would 
wish that somehow we would find it in our 
hearts to be one America and to lead the 
world toward that. 

I say this. If you liked and admired 
Daisy Bates, and you really want to do some- 
thing to memorialize her, promise yourself 
you will spend the rest of your life in every 
way you can bringing us closer to that won- 
derful idea. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the 
auditorium at the Robinson Center. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Secretary of Transportation 
Rodney E. Slater; Gov. Mike Huckabee and Lt. 
Gov. Winthrop P. Rockefeller of Arkansas; Mayor 
Jim Dailey of Little Rock; State Attorney General 
Mark Pryor; former Senator David Pryor; Execu- 
tive Director for External Affairs of Southwestern 
Bell Arkansas Larry Ross, chair, Daisy Bates Me- 
morial Committee; Little Rock Nine members 
Carlotta Walls Lanier, Ernest Green, Minnijean 
Brown Trickey, Jefferson Thomas, and Elizabeth 
Eckford; Rev. Rufus K. Young, pastor, Bethel 
AME Church; Diane Davis-Charles, State chapter 
representative, National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People; civil rights lawyer 
John Walker; and Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Special Advisor for Presidential History 
Janis Kearney, who formerly ran the newspaper 
founded by Ms. Bates. 


Remarks at the William H. Bowen 
Law School Dedication Ceremony 
in Little Rock 


April 27, 2000 


Thank you very much, Derrick, and thank 
you for your great speech. Mack, thank you 
for being here. I must say, when Mack was 
speaking, he was laying it on so thick, [ had 
to lean over and pinch Bill to make sure he 
was still breathing. (Laughter] 1 said, 
“Bowen, are you still alive? Is this is a eu- 
logy?” And he said, “I guess if Mack ever 


does run for office, I'll have to support him 
now.” [Laughter] 

Chairman May, Dr. Sugg, Dr. Hathaway, 
Dean Smith, thank you for your wonderful 
comments. To all the elected officials and 
former officials who are here—Secretary 
Slater, Senator Lambert, General Pryor, Sen- 
ator Bumpers, Congenenmen Berry, Mayor 
Dailey. and your won- 
derful family and to all of you here who are 
responsible for this, I want to thank you on 
behalf of Hillary and myself for naming this 
law school for Bill Bowen. 

I was looking out in this audience today. 
There are hundreds of people I know by first 
name in this audience. I counted over 20 
people who were members of one or more 
of my administrations as Governor in some 
form or another. There are many lawyers 
here whom I have admired since I was a very 
young man. But as a person who's spent most 
of his life in politics, it’s somehow reassuring 
to me to know that this law school is being 
named for a brilliant man who spent the last 
30 years trying to avoid practicing law. 
[Laughter] And seemed to me to have suc- 
ceeded in an outstanding fashion. [Laughter] 

Senator and Mrs. Pryor, it’s nice to see 
you. I didn’t see you all over there. But I 
want to say that by the time Bill Bowen 
agreed basically to make it possible for me 
to run for President—and | say that in all 
sincerity. | was profoundly concerned about 
what would happen if I were to undertake 
a campaign in 1991, and I wanted to know 
that the office would continue to operate and 
that things would go well, and that if I need- 
ed to make a decision or come home, some- 
body with enough sense to know would tell 
me and get me on a plane forthwith. 

I'd known Bill Bowen for a long time by 
then. By then, for a better part of two dec- 
ades, he had been a friend of mine, an advi- 
sor, a supporter, and a banker. I remember, 
I had been attorney general about 2 months 
when the Arkansas Jaycees named me one 
of the outstanding young men of the year; 
I knew I didn’t deserve it, and I found out 
later that Bill Bowen and Mack McLarty got 
it done. So I’m still trying to live up to it. 
And unfortunately, I outgrew the title before 
I lived up to it. [Laughter] 








By the time 1991 rolled around, there was 
only one thing Bill Bowen hadn’t done for 
me. He hadn't actually full-time 
member of our administration. And so | 
asked him to become the Chief of Staff, as 
Mack said. He actually took about an hour 
to agree, and that’s a long time for Bowen— 
if you know how he makes decisions. [Laugh- 
ter] But after all, I was asking him to turn 
his entire life upside down. But he did it. 
And he performed in an absolutely superb 
way. 


been a 


From the time I set foot outside Arkansas 
to seek the Presidency, I knew that the State 
and the State House would be in good hands. 
I never worried about whether decisions 
would be made in a timely fashion, whether 
anything that should be done was being 
done, whether there was some problem that 
should be brought to my attention that 
wasn’t. I never worried about any of that. 

And so I can honestly say, my friend Bill, 
if it hadn’t been for you, I could not have 
done it. And I hope you've proud of what 
has happened in America for the last 8 years. 
Because your decision to be a selfless public 
servant made it all possible, and I thank you 
for that. 

One of the things that bothers me is that 
people in elected office sometimes get all the 
credit for what so many people do. So I hope 
you'll think about that tonight, Bill. More 
than 21 million people with new jobs, longest 
economic expansion in history. Today my 
staff gave me—just before I came up here 
today’s economic report shows that in the 
first quarte r of the 21st century, our economy 
grew at a rate of 5.4 percent. That means 
for the last year our growth rate has been 
the highest it’s been in over 15 years. And 
that’s an astonishing thing. 

And I'd also like to tell you that I think 
my life with you in Arkansas had something 
to do with the economic policies we put in 
place up there. Somebody asked me the 
other day, when we passed the longest eco- 
nomic expansion in history, and everybody 
was celebrating, they said, “Well, what was 
the major contribution you made to the new 
economic policy, Mr. President?” And I said, 

“Arithmetic.” [Laughter] I brought arith- 
metic to Washington. 
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And you're all laughing, but you're going 
to be asked to decide this year whether to 
continue arithmetic or return to some other 
theory, and I think we now have evidence 
with both, and I hope that arithmetic will 
prevail. And I thank you, Bill for 
what you did to make it possible. 

I'd also like to thank you as the President, 
for your service to America in World War 
II, for flying the Hellcats and Wildcats, for 
waging freedom’s fight. I'd like to thank you 
as a former Governor, for always being there 
for the cause of the education of our children 
and for the economic development for peo- 
ple and places who were left behind in the 
1980's, places like Althemier and Hope. 

And Id like to thank you, too, for being 
willing to come back and he Ip out this law 
school. And for the role you all had in decid- 
ing to build this building here around the 
old university building, to make a contribu- 
tion at once to tomorrow's lawyers and to 
historic preservation and to the character of 
the McArthur Park Area, which is so impor- 
tant to me and to so many others in this audi- 
ence. 

You could hav e done something else with 
the last couple of years of your life. And no 
one would have been able to criticize you. 
You could have decided that after succeeding 
as a lawyer, a banker, a public servant, and 
a public citizen, you didn’t need to prove that 
you could succeed as a law school dean. But 
it is true that of all the people I know, no 
one embodies the continuing energy and 
imagination for tomorrow any better than 
you do. So I wasn't surprised when you 
agreed not to grow old but to help the young. 
[Laughter] 

I told somebody one time that Bill Bowen 
made me look absolutely passive—{laugh- 
ter|—and that I didn’t believe anybody could 
possibly be as aggressive as he was and still 
be likeable—|/aughter|—but he managed to 
do it. And I think today answers the question 
why. Because I always had the feeling that 
whatever he was pushing for was something 
that was going to be good for everybody else, 
too. And through a long and rich life, it’s al- 
ways been true. 

Thank you, Connie, for your friendship. I 
thank all the members of the Bowen family 
for loving him and keeping the rough edges 


Bowen, 
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sanded and giving him the anchor that every 
person needs. But most of all, Bill, 1 thank 
you for being my friend, for being a good 
citizen, for being a good man, and for being 
a very powerful example. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
Bowen. 


Bill 


our honoree, 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. on the 
lawn at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, 
future site of the law school. In his remarks, he 
referred to Derrick Smith, president, Student Bar 
Association, who introduced the President; former 
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack) 
McLarty; William H. former dean, and 
Rodney K. Smith, donaghey dean and professor 
of law, Unive rsity of Arkansas at Little Rock 
School of Law; Mr. Bowen’s Connie; J. 
Thomas May, board of trustees chairman, and 
Charles E. Hathaway, chancellor, 
Arkansas at Little Rock; B. Alan Sugg, president, 
University of Arkansas System; State Attorney 
General Mark Pryor; former Senator Dale Bump- 
ers; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock; and former 
Senator David Pryor and his wife, Barbara. 
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wile, 


Executive Order 13151—Global 
Disaster Information Network 
April 27, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
establish a Global Disaster Information Net- 
work to use information technology more ef- 
fectively to reduce loss of life and property 
from natural and man-made disasters, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. (a) It is the policy of 
this Administration to use information tech- 
nology more effectively to coordinate the 
Federal Government’s collection and dis- 
semination of information to appropriate re- 
sponse agencies and State governments to 
prepare for and respond to natural and man- 
made disasters (disasters). As a 
changing population demographics in our 
coastal, rural, and urban areas over the past 
decades, the loss of life and property (losses) 
from disasters has nearly doubled. One of the 
ways the Federal Government can reduce 
these losses is to use technology more effec- 
tively to coordinate its collection and dis- 
semination (hereafter referred to collectively 


University of 


result of 


as “provision”) of information which can be 
used in both planning for and recovering 
from disasters. While many agencies provide 
disaster-related information, they may not al- 
ways provide it in a coordinated manner. To 
improve the provision of disaster-related in- 
formation, the agencies shall, as set out in 
this order, use information technology to co- 
ordinate the Federal Government's provision 
of information to prepare for, respond to, and 
recover from domestic disasters. 

(b) It is also the policy of this Administra- 
tion to use information technology and exist- 
ing channels of disaster assistance to improve 
the Federal Government's provision of infor- 
mation that could be helpful to foreign gov- 
ernments preparing for or responding to for- 
eign disasters. Currently, the United States 
Government provides disaster-related infor- 
mation to foreign governments and relief or- 
ganizations on humanitarian grounds at the 
request of foreign governments and where 
appropriate. This information is supplied by 
Federal agencies on an ad hoc basis. To in- 
crease the effectiveness of our response to 
foreign disasters, agencies shall, where ap- 
propriate, use information technology to co- 
ordinate the Federal Government's provision 
of disaster-related information to foreign 
governments. 

(c) To carry out the policies in this order, 
there is established the Global Disaster In- 
formation Network (Network). The Network 
is defined as the coordinated effort by Fed- 
eral agencies to develop a strategy and to use 
existing technical infrastructure, to the extent 
permitted by law and subject to the avail- 
ability of appropriations and under the guid- 
ance of the Interagency Coordinating Com- 
mittee and the Committee Support Office, 
to make more effective use of information 
technology to assist our Government, and 
foreign governments where appropriate, by 
providing disaster-related information to pre- 
pare for and respond to disasters. 

Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) There is estab- 
lished an Interagency Coordinating Com- 
mittee (Committee) to provide leadership 
and oversight for the development of the 
Network. The Office of the Vice President, 
the Department of Commerce through the 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis- 
tration, and the Department of State, respec- 
tively, shall designate a representative to 
serve as Co-chairpersons of the Committee 
The Committee membership shall comprise 
representatives from the following depart- 
ments and agencies: 

1) Department of State; 

2) Department of Defense; 

3) Department of the Interior; 

} Department of Agriculture; 

5) Department of Commerce; 

6) Department of Transportation; 

7) Department of Energy; 

8) Office of Management and Budget; 

9) Environmental Protection Agency; 

10) National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration; 

11) United States 
national Development; 

12 


Agency for Inter- 
Federal 
y; and 

13) Central Intelligence Agency. 

At the discretion of the Co-chairpersons of 
the Committee, other agencies may be added 
to the Committee membership. The Com- 
mittee shall include an Executive Secretary 
to effect coordination between the Co-chair- 
persons of the Committee and the Com- 
mittee Support Office. 

(b) There is established a Committee Sup- 
port Office (Support Office) to assist the 
Committee by developing plans and projects 
that would further the creation of the Net- 
work. The Support Office shall, at the re- 
quest of the Co-chairpersons of the Com- 
mittee, carry out tasks taken on by the Com- 
mittee. 

(c) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration shall provide funding and ad- 
ministrative support for the Committee and 
the Support Office. To the extent permitted 
by law, agencies may provide support to the 
Committee and the Support Office to assist 
them in their work. 

Sec. 3. Responsibilities. 
mittee shall: 

(1) serve as the United States Govern- 
ment'’s single entity for all matters, both na- 
tional and international, pertaining to the de- 
velopment and iaiiiieneas of the Net- 
work; 


Emergency Management 


Agency; 


(a) The Com- 
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(2) provide leadership and high-level co- 
ordination of Network activities; 

(3) provide guidance for the development 
of Network strategies, goals, objectives, poli- 
cies, and le gislation: 

(4) represent and advocate Network goals, 
objective s, and processes to their respective 
agencies and departments; 

(5) provide manpower and material sup- 
port for Network development activities; 

(6) develop, delegate, and monitor inter- 
agency opportunities and ideas supporting 
the development of the Network; and 

7) provide reports, through the Co-chair- 
persons of the Committee, to the President 
as requested or at least annually. 

(b) The Support Office shall: 

(1) provide management and administra- 
tive support for the Committee; 

(2) develop Network strategies, goals, ob- 
jectives, policies, plans, and legislation in ac- 
cordance with guidance provide sd by the 
Committee; 

(3) consult with agencies, States, non- 
government organizations, and international 
counterparts in developing Network develop- 
ment tasks: 

(4) develop and make recommendations 
concerning Network activities to the agencies 
as approved by the Committee; and 

(5) participate in projects that promote the 
goals and objectives of the Network. 

Sec. 4. Implementation. (a) The Com- 
mittee, with the assistance of the Support Of- 
fice, shall address national and international 
issues associated with the development of the 
Network within the context of: 

(1) promoting the United States as an ex- 
ample and leader in the development and 
dissemination of disaster information, both 
domestically and abroad, and, to this end, 
seeking cooperation with foreign govern- 
ments and international organizations; 

(2) striving to include all appropriate stake- 
holders in the development of the Network; 
and 

(3) facilitating the creation of a framework 
that involves public and private stakeholders 
in a somali for sustained operations of 
the Network. 

(b) Intelligence activities, as determined 
by the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, as well as national security-related 
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activities of the Department of Defense and 
of the Department of Energy, are exempt 
from compliance with this order. 

Sec. 5. Tribal Governments. This order 
does not impose any requirements on tribal 
governments. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order does 
not create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable by law, by a party 
against the United States, its officers, its em- 
ployees, or any other person. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 


April 27, 2000. 


[Filed with the Office of the 
8:45 a.m., May 1, 2000] 


Federal Register, 


NoTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on May 2 


Remarks at a Luncheon for Nordic 
Leaders 


April 28, 2000 


Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the 
White House. Let me also say that we are 
very honored to be a part of the opening of 
this magnificent exhibition at the Museum 
of Natural History. I am grateful to the Nor- 
dic Council, to all the museums and the na- 
tions represented in the exhibit, and espe- 
cially grateful to the extraordinary assem- 
blage of dignitaries who have joined us today 
from all the Nordic nations. 

There are quite a few competing answers 
to the question, Who discovered America? 
And by the way, when and exactly what 
America was—some would say, is. [Laugh- 
ter] Now, Italian-Americans revere Colum- 
bus and point out the word “America” comes 
from the famed mapmaker Amerigo 
Vespucci. Anglo-Americans argue for the pri- 
macy of Jamestown and Plymouth as the first 
colonies in the original United States. Fran- 
co-Americans remind us to honor Cham- 
plain, Cartier, and La Salle alongside all oth- 
ers. And of course, our Native Americans 
consider all these people insignificant late- 
comers. 

With the opening of this important exhibit, 
we expand the debate and learn more about 
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ourselves. The remarkable explorations 
across the North Atlantic at the turn of the 
last millennium constituted a crucial first 
step. These brave voyages under perilous 
conditions brought a dawning awareness on 
both sides of the Atlantic that our world is, 
in fact, many worlds. 

There was something profoundly heroic 
about their desire and their ability to make 
the crossing; to go across the Atlantic to 
Vinland was as earthshaking and expansive 
an achievement as the most expansive, ambi- 
tious space launch today. It is indeed fitting 
that our first expedition to Mars in 1976 con- 
sisted of two spacecraft called Viking 1 and 
Viking 2. 

All Americans should know more about 
this fascinating early chapter of our history. 
The Viking voyages are an essential part of 
the long process by which all of us in our 
different ways came to be here. The legacy 
of the Vikings has always been with us, from 
scattered archaeological evidence to the leg- 
ends that thrilled poets like Longfellow. 

These legends have been nurtured espe- 
cially by the descendants of the Vikings. I 
don’t suppose I can use the term “Viking- 
Americans,” but I do mean people from Nor- 
way and Sweden and Finland and Denmark 
and Iceland, who showed the same courage 
when they immigrated here in the modern 
period to build new worlds for themselves. 
The settlers of places like New Sweden in 
Delaware; Oslo, Minnesota; Denmark, Iowa; 
or Holland, North Dakota all brought a deep 
love of democracy and freedom stemming 
from their own egalitarian traditions. 

In fact, a new National Geographic cites 
a case where the Prince of the Franks sent 
an envoy to parlay with a group of invading 
Vikings and came back saying, “I found no 
one to talk with. They said they were all 
chiefs.” [Laughter] 

Now our awareness of our Nordic past will 
go far beyond legends and traditions. This 
exhibition will deepen our knowledge of the 
rich history we share. It will shape our future 
by strengthening the bonds between Ameri- 
cans and their kin in the Nordic nations. 

I am grateful for all that we have done 
together in the last decade, from our support 
for the peaceful expansion of democracy and 
freedom in Central and Eastern Europe to 





936 Apr 28 / 


our concerted actions in Bosnia and Kosovo. 
Europe's future has never looked brighter, 
thanks in no small measure to your contribu- 
tions 

When we entered the new millennium a 
few months ago, it was reassunng to drama- 
tize our progress by portraying the year 1000 
as a dark time in human history, a time then 
dominated by fear and superstition. But this 
exhibition helps to tell a fuller story—that 
for all the challenges and superstitions men 
and women faced 1,000 years ago, they still 
had the daring and enterprise to look be yond 
the horizon, to begin to build a world that 
measured up to their imagination. This is an 
old lesson that always offers fresh inspiration. 

It is amazing to me to look at the Viking 
ships and imagine that they made it all this 
way 1,000 years ago. And I am so glad that, 
with the leaders of all these nations here 
today, you have clearly decided to make this 
a tradition. And you’re welcome back in the 
year 3000. | Laughter] We are delighted to 
have you. Welcome. Thank you. 

I'd like to now invite His Majesty, the King 
of Norway, to come and make a few remarks 
on behalf of all the Nordic nations. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to an exhibit at the National 
Museum of Natural History entitled, “Vikings: 
The North Atlantic Saga.” The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of King Harald V of Norway. 


Remarks Announcing a Gun Buyback 
Initiative 
April 28, 2000 


Thank you very much. First of all, let me 
say a word of f appreciation to you, Chief 
Ramsey, for your outstanding leade rship of 
this very fine de -partment. Thank you, Mayor 
Williams, for the energy and direction you 
have brought to city hall and to this entire 
city. Thank you, Eleanor Holmes Norton, for 
always advocating for Washington, DC. | 
think no one will ever know how many times 
you have called me or been to see me in 
the last 7 years and 3 months to get me to 
do something else, how many times you have 
reminded me that I, for my tenure here, and 
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my wife are citizens of Washington, DC. And 
I have tried to be a good and faithful citizen, 
and insofar as we have succeeded, it’s in no 
small measure because of you. 

Thank you, Congressman Patrick Ken- 
nedy, for being here and for your long- 
standing concern for reducing crime and vio- 
lence. And I want to thank DC 
councilmember Sandy Allen. And I'd like to 
say a special word of appreciation to our 
HUD Secret: ury, Andrew Cuomo, who is 
here, who has been very, very vigorous in 
this area. I think no HUD Secretary has ever 
tried to do as much as he, not only to build 
and maintain and improve the public housing 
units of America and to provide more vouch- 
ers for people to find their own housing but 
actually to make that housing safe. And 
thank him for that. 

I'd like to thank all the members of the 
DC Police Department who are here for 
your service, and I'd like to congratulate this 
class of fine police recruits behind me and 
thank them for their commitment to the safe- 
ty of this community. 

As Chief Ramsey said, I have tried to be 
a good partner to law enforcement through- 
out the country. There are a lot of reasons 
for that. By the time I got elected President, 
I'd been involved with law enforcement in 
one way or another for nearly 20 years. I 
asked Janet Reno to become Attorney Gen- 
eral largely because she’d be the first Attor- 
ney General in a long, long time who had 
actually been a local. prosecutor in a fas- 
cinating and challenging context, in Dade 
County in Miami. And we got people to- 
gether who had been working with local law 
enforcement officials to write the crime bill 
in "94 and to pass that Brady bill and to do 
the other things which have been done. And 
I hope that it’s worked. 

Underneath all that, there was something 
else. I'd actually spent time as a Governor 
and as a candidate for President looking at 
places where the crime rate had gone down. 
And I found all over America most people 
just took it for granted that the crime rate 
would always go up and that all of you who 
put on a badge and a uniform every day 
would always “be fighting a losing <a 
That’s what most people thought back i 
1992. And they respected you; they were 
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grateful. They cried when they saw the pic- 
tures of the children being shot in the news- 
paper, but they basically thought it would go 
on forever. 

I thought it was intolerable. I did not think 
it was inevitable, and I'd seen enough evi- 
dence to know that we could drive the crime 
rate down. 

Now, over the last 7 years, the things we 
have done together, people in their commu- 
nities all over the country, have given us the 
lowest overall crime rate in 25 years, the low- 
est homicide rate in 30 years, and gun crime 
alone is down 35 percent since 1993. In 
Washington, crime is at the lowest level since 
the early 1970's. Gun crime is half what it 
was just 5 years ago. And that’s a real tribute 
to the people in the police department and 
to the people in the community that are 
working with you. 

But as the Mayor said earlier, I don’t think 
there is a soul in America that believes that 
we're safe enough. And when we remember 
the Columbine tragedy, when we experience 
the tragedy of what happened at the zoo here 
a few days ago, when we pick up the news- 
paper on any given day, we know that this 
country can do better. 

You knew, again I say, in 1992 a lot of 
people didn’t believe that. Now—just look 
at these numbers—we now know, therefore, 
we have no excuse for not continuing to do 
things we know will work, because now we've 
got the evidence. Yet, 12 young people still 
die every day from gun violence, about 40 
percent of them from accidents and suicide. 

Now, as I look ahead—I've asked for a lot 
of things from this Congress. I’ve asked them 
to close the gun show loophole, put child 
trigger locks on all the guns, to allow us to 
trace all the guns and bullets used in crimes. 
I've asked them to ban the importation of 
large capacity ammunition clips, which 
makes a mockery out of our assault weapons 
ban. I’ve asked them to give me funds for 
another 50,000 police officers to put them 
in the highest crime neighborhoods. But I’ve 
also asked them to give me $15 million, 
which is not much in the context of the Fed- 
eral budget, to support Secretary Cuomo’s 
gun buyback initiative. 

Now, I want to talk about this a little bit, 
and this is not in my notes, but I think we 
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need to make the sale here. Because I can 
tell you what the people in the media are 
thinking back there. They're saying, “Gosh, 
there must be a couple hundred million guns 
in America. What can you buy in DC with 
a quarter of a million bucks? What’s 3,000— 
I’m glad you got 3,000 guns last year in a 
few days, but what does that mean?” 

Well, the first thing I want to say is, all 
those numbers that float around are mis- 
leading. A lot of the weapons are in the hand 
of law enforcement officials, people in the 
military, and legitimate, honest hunters and 
sports people. The number of guns that are 
floating around on the streets in our cities 
is massive but not a mountain we can’t climb. 

And I’m doing my best to get the best data 
I can, and I’m doing some work on that— 
[ was hoping I would have it ready by today, 
but I don’t—because Eleanor and the Mayor, 
when I called them after that terrible tragedy 
at the zoo and asked them what I could do 
to help, they said, “Well, why don’t you help 
our gun buyback program?” And that’s why 
we're all here today, because we want to 
move now, while people are thinking about 
this. 

But if you just think about this, every one 
of you knows if you can produce 3, 000 guns 
in Washington, DC, in a couple of days, and 
you pay people about $50—they either get 
a small amount of cash or some sort of gift 
certificate and then the guns are destroyed— 
can you imagine what would happen if, on 
a per capita “basis, that was done in every 
community in this country? And if we did 
it a couple of times a year for the next 2 
or 3 years, how much that would drive down 
all these statistics? 

And that’s why I wanted to come here 
today. When | talked to the Mayor, I told 
him, even though we haven't passed our bill 
through Congress yet, I'd try to go back and 
get some money. And he told me what he 
was going to do. So I told him, and I'll tell 
you, we're going to give $100,000 through 
HUD’s program to go with what the city is 
putting up. That will enable you, in this few 
days, Chief, instead of getting 3,000 guns, 
to get more than 7,000 guns this year. You 
can more than double what you did last year. 
Every one of the guns taken out of circulation 
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could mean one less crime, one less tragedy, 
one more child’s life saved. 

Our Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire- 
arms is also committing today to trace every 
gun turned in during this buyback period to 

» if it has been stolen or used in a crime 
ial of a larger partnership with the DC Po- 
lice Department to trace the source of every 
gun used in a crime in this city 

So far, this work we’ve been doing to- 
gether has proven extremely effective in 
shutting down flows of illegal guns coming 
in here. In one case, offic ials traced lite srally 
dozens of guns used by gang members and 
other criminals to commit murder and other 
crimes here in the District, to a single illegal 
gun trafficker, who originally bought the 
guns at a gun show in the Midwest, where 
he did not have to undergo a background 
check. But he is now in jail. 

If our budget passes, law enforcement will 
be able to trace every gun and every bullet 
used in every gun crime. We'll have more 
local anticrime efforts like your Operation 
Cease Fire here. We'll hire more ATF agents 
and inspectors to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers, and more 
Federal, State, and local prosecutors to help 
put violent gun criminals where they belong, 
behind bars. 

But I will say again, we also need more 
prevention. Congress should help us close 
the gun show loophole, require those safety 
locks with new handguns, and ban the impor- 
tation of large capacity ammunition clips. 

Now, if we do all this, are we going to 
stop every gun crime? Of course not. But 
my answer to those who say, “Well, if you 
do all this, it wouldn’t have stopped this inci- 
dent or that incident or the other incident” — 
if we had listened to that kind of argument 
back in 1992, we would still have the crime 
rate going up. We didn’t put 100,000 police 
on our streets because we thought it would 
solve every crime; we just knew it would pre- 
vent some and solve others quicker. We 
didn’t pass the Brady bill because we thought 
it would stop every person with a criminal 
or other problem in the background from 
getting a handgun, but we knew it would stop 
some. It turned out to stop a half million. 

How many people are alive today because 
of that? No one knows, but a lot. We didn’t 
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ban assault weapons because we thought it 
would make all the ones that were already 
out there vanish, but we knew it would make 
some difference. And that’s the way we need 
to look at this buyback program and every 
single one of these issues. The last 7 years 
should have proved to you, and to every per- 
son wearing a uniform in every community 
in the United States of America, that if we 
have smart law enforcement, smart preven- 
tion, and committed community involve- 
ment, we can drive the crime rate down and 
save people’s lives. 

You are in a successful enterprise, and you 
ought to tell everybody that. Amidst all the 
tragedy and heartbreak and all the people 
here wearing uniforms who have suffered the 
loss of their family members and their part- 
ners and others, you should take enormous 
pride. One of the enormous success stories 
in the last 7 years—right up there with the 
stock market exploding and the longest eco- 
nomic expansion in history and 21 million 
new jobs—is that you proved you could bring 
the crime rate down. And everyone in Amer- 
ica is better off because of it. And what that 
means is, we have no excuse now not to keep 
doing what works and to do more of it. 

And ['ll tell you what my goal is. My goal 
is not the lowest crime rate in 25 years. I 
want America to be the safest big country 
in the entire world. And you can do it if we 
give you the tools to do it. 

So that’s what this is about. I want you 
to go out and prove you can pick up another 
7,000 guns. I want you to help me pass this 
program in Congress. And then I want us 
to go out and use this buyback program to 


get local government contributions, State 
government contributions, private sector 
contributions. 


Look, we can buy millions of guns out 
there. Just think about it. Fifty bucks a pop 
on the average to get millions of guns off 
the street. I don’t know about you, but based 
on the evidence, I'd say it’s worth it. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:06 p.m. at the 
Maurice T. Turner, Jr., Institute of Police Science. 
In his remarks, he referred to Chief of Police 
Charles H. Ramsey and Mayor Anthony A. 
Williams of the District of Columbia. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 





April 21 

In the afternoon, the President spoke with 
Attorney General Janet Reno and in the 
evening, he had a telephone conversation 
with her in the Oval Office, concerning the 
Elian Gonzalez situation. 


April 22 

In the very early morning, the President 
had a telephone conversation with Chief of 
Staff John Podesta concerning the Elian 
Gonzalez situation. Later in the morning, he 
had two more conversations with Mr. Pode- 
sta and a later conversation with Attorney 
General Reno, concerning the situation. 

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary 
Clinton went to Camp David, MD. 


April 23 
In the evening, the President and Hillary 
Clinton returned to Washington, DC. 


April 24 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
New York City, and in the evening he trav- 
eled to Chappaqua, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Brian Dean Curran to be Ambas- 
sador to Haiti. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sharon P. Wilkinson to be Ambas- 
sador to Mozambique. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Bradley M. Campbell as U.S. Com- 
missioner to the Ohio River Valley Water 
Sanitation Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James Harold French, Jr., and 
Arthur Wesley Nienhuis as members of the 
National Cancer Advisory Board. 


April 25 


In the morning, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 
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In the afternoon, the President met briefly 
with Minister of Foreign Affairs Igor Ivanov 
of Russia in the Oval Office. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Serena L. Wilson as a member of 
the Joint Public Advisory Committee of the 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation. 


April 26 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Whiteville, NC, where in the afternoon, he 
was given a product demonstration at 
Remote Data Systems and participated in a 
roundtable discussion on efforts to close the 
digital divide. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Little Rock, AR. 


April 27 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 


April 28 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Norman Pattiz to be a member of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Maine and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, and 
ice jams beginning on March 28 and con- 
tinuing. 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Tokyo and Okinawa, 
Japan, in July to attend the G-8 Leaders 
Meeting hosted by Japan. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted April 25 


Brian Dean Curran, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
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to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Haiti 


Mark D. Gearan, 

of Massachusetts, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Corporation for 
National and Community Service for a term 
of 2 years (new position ). 


Jose Antonio Perez, 

of California, to be U.S. Marshal for the Cen- 
tral District of California for the term of 4 
years, vice Michael R. Ramon, resigned. 


Russell John Qualliotine, 

of New York, to be U.S. States Marshal for 
the Southern District of New York for the 
term of 4 years, vice Martin James Burke. 


Linda B. Riegle, 

of Nevada, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
District of Nevada, vice Johnnie B. 
Rawlinson, elevated. 


Laura Taylor Swain, 

of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Southern District of New York, vice 
Thomas P. Griesa, retired. 


Daniel G. Webber, Jr., 

of Oklahoma, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Oklahoma, vice Patrick 
M. Ryan, resigned. 


Sharon P. Wilkinson, 

of New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Mozambique. 


Withdrawn April 25 


Thomas P. Furey, 

of Oregon, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Nepal, which was sent 
to the Senate on March 2, 2000. 
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Submitted April 27 


Edward M. Bolen, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Federal 
Aviation Management Advisory Council for 
aterm of 2 years (new position). 


Norman J. Pattiz, 

of California, to be a member of the Broad- 
casting Board of Governors for a term expir- 
ing August 13, 2001, vice David W. Burke, 
resigned. 


Withdrawn April 27 


Edward M. Bolen, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Federal 
Aviation Management Advisory Council for 
a term of 3 years (new position), which was 
sent to the Senate on March 30, 2000. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released April 22 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 


Released April 24 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 


Announcement of nomination for U.S. Mar- 
shal for the Central District of California 


Released April 25 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 


Transcript of a press briefing by National 
Economic Council Director Gene Sperling, 
Council of Economic Advisers Chairman 
Martin Baily, Treasury Secretary Larry Sum- 
mers, and Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology Professor Emeritus Robert M. Solow 
on permanent normal trade relations status 
for China 
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Announcement of nomination for U.S. Dis- 
trict Judges for the District of Nevada and 
the Southern District of New York 


Announcement of nomination for U.S. Mar- 
shal for the Southern District of New York 


Released April 26 

Statement by the Press Secretary on National 
Economic Council Director Gene Sperling’s 
leadership of the U.S. delegation to the 


World Education Forum in Dakar, Senegal 


Released April 28 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President’s upcoming travel to Tokyo and 
Okinawa, Japan 


Announcement of nomination for District of 


Columbia Superior Court Judge 
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Transcript of remarks by National Economic 
Council Director Gene Sperling to the Inter- 
national Consultative Forum on Education 
for All in Dakar, Senegal 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 25 


H.R. 1658 / Public Law 106-185 
Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act of 2000 


S.J. Res. 43 / Public Law 106-186 
Expressing the sense of Congress that the 
President of the United States should en- 
courage free and fair elections and respect 
for democracy in Peru 
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